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What if They Held a Church Service and Everyone Came?

The above question, of course, represents what usually happens in churches at Christmas time and at Easter.
Church is held, and everyone comes! Most of the regular church family gathers, and many more members of
the community are present. It is a very heartening experience for all!

It has been a long, cold winter. Many of our church members and friends have had to contend with illness, and
we’ve all had to deal with some very challenging weather. The relatively warm days we have recently en-
joyed are a welcome change, and | am happy to report that | saw day lilies breaking through the cold, hard
ground yesterday! As surely as Easter follows Lent, spring will come, bringing no small amount of relief
along with it, along with greater ease in getting to Sunday worship.

When | was a hospital chaplain, I did not have to go to church every Sunday, and | took my share of Sundays
off (a luxury for a former parish minister). | understand the allure of the quiet Sunday morning, and will admit
that | sometimes deeply long for an occasional Sunday morning that requires nothing more of me than to sip
coffee and read a book. However, more than that, I rejoice that it is my great privilege to be able to preside at
our worship service each week, to look out and about in the sanctuary and see so many beloved church folk
engaged in conversation, song, and prayer with God and with one another. | recall, when I did attend church
in my chaplaincy days, how robust and warm the welcome was, how good it felt to have spent time in the
sanctuary in prayer, song, and fellowship, and how much it seemed to matter to others whether | was there or
not. This is all to encourage us to let one another know that the presence of our friends and neighbors in the
life of the church matters deeply to us. Please feel duly invited to take action if you find yourself thinking:
“Gee, | haven’t seen so-and-so for a while.” Please, by all means, give “so-and-so” a call and let then know
you miss them, and find out whether all is well with them or not (and, if not, how we can be helpful).

Soon, we will hold a very special worship service for Easter Sunday morning, and everyone will come. And
that is delightful and wonderful. Yet I can’t help thinking how meaningful it would be if “everyone” showed
up more often.....what would blossom among us? How would our children and youth benefit? What deepen-
ing of relationships with God and with one another might unfold? How might the Resurrection take root in our
common life....if everyone showed up regularly?

Blessings and peace,

Mary




EASTER BREAKFAST
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 8 A.M. —9:15 A.M.

In lieu of the April dinner, mem-
bers of the Library and Pastoral
Relations Committee will be coor-
V dinating the Easter Break-
fast. The breakfast will be served
buffet style and will include eggs,
. sausage, coffee cake, muffins,
fruit salad, juice and hot bever-
ages. The suggested donation is $5 for adults and $3
for children; however, a donation in any amount will
be greatly appreciated.

A list for those who would like to make a food dona-
tion and a list for those who will be joining us at
breakfast is in the narthex of the church.

SIMPLE SOUP AND BREAD SUPPER AND

TENEBRAE SERVICE
A VERY SPECIAL PART OF HOLY WEEK

All are invited to gather at our church in the Fellow-
ship Hall on Thursday, April 9th, at 5 p.m. for a sim-
ple soup and bread supper. After dining together and
enjoying one another's company, we will then share
in a Service of Tenebrae, a beautiful service that re-
calls the suffering of Jesus and explores the meaning
of that difficult time. Holy Communion will be
shared. The service is open to children age 12 and
above; there will be a children's program in the large
classroom for the younger kids. The service will be-
gin at 7, with music, the gradual extinguishing of
candle light, and a quiet exit into the world in antici-
pation of Easter.

Please join us for this very moving worship service,
which will deepen your walk through Holy Week
and fully prepare your heart for the joyful impact of
Easter. We hope to see you there.

The deadline for the May issue of Steeple Views is
April 22. Please email submissions to the editors at
steepleviews@gmail.com. Thanks!

Steeple Views is published monthly by the First
Congregational Church of Wakefield, NH and is
available by email. To be added to our emailing list,
please contact the editors, Carol Jeffery and Lynn
Shaffer at steepleviews @gmail.com.

PARISH HELPERS HAPPENINGS

At the April 9 Parish Helpers meeting, Linda Sira-
cusa will be doing demonstrations and flower ar-
rangements. The arrangements will be auctioned off
just in time for Easter! So if anyone needs flowers
for the table, come and make a bid. The meeting be-
gins at 1 p.m. with dessert and coffee in the Fellow-
ship Hall.

On May 14 at 12 noon, we will meet at Granite Steak
& Grille in Rochester for the annual luncheon and
installation of officers. Everyone may order off the
menu, separate checks will be provided, and 18%
gratuity will be included. All women are welcome at
the Parish Helpers!

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

On Sunday April 19th, the Youth Group will be
gathering. All 8th - 12th graders are invited to join
us at 12:30PM at the church.

We will be organizing and packing up the City
Reach donations. We will then go to the Hill Top
Center for Laser Tag.

Jane Ostrye, Youth Group Coordinator

PRAYING FOR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

Each month, all the UCC Churches in
the Carroll-Strafford Association are
asked to remember one particular con-
gregation and pastor in their prayers.

For April, we are invited to remember

the Rev. Maren Tirabassi and the Un-

ion Congregational Church of Mad-

bury, UCC. This is a small but

mighty church with a very warm and caring
spirit. Let's remember them in our prayers!




COMMITTEE UPDATE PAGE

A quick update on Library Committee - in lieu of a
dinner in April, which conflicted with Easter, we,
along with the Pastoral Relations Committee are co-
hosting an Easter Breakfast at Church, on Easter
Sunday. Watch for the sign-up sheet, which will be
posted soon along with the scrumptious menu.

Midge Leonard, Chair

The Stewardship Committee had a busy March.
We hosted the Church Supper on March 14 and
launched the annual Pledge Drive. We continue to
work on plans for a Community Garden and encour-
age all to “think Green”!

Carol Jeffery

The Prudential Committee continues to monitor the
church’s investments and feels confident that they
are well placed during this turbulent time. Regular
repairs and maintenance are continually addressed
and many of the items are able to be taken care of by
the wonderful members of our committee and
church. The Prudential Committee presented a pro-
posal to the Church Council that addresses the need
for handicapped seating in the sanctuary. This will
be brought before the church by means of an infor-
mational meeting prior to our annual congregational
meeting in June. One of our current maintenance
concerns is the condition of the carpeting in the
Sanctuary. We are looking at different options to
decide the best avenue to fix this situation.

Cathy Koukal, Co-chair

Diaconate—The Deacons are available to administer
Holy Communion to anyone who is in the hospital or
who is homebound. Please let us know if you or
someone you know would like to have communion
brought to them.

We continue to send cards to our members and
friends who are ill or in need of some cheerful words
to lift their spirits. Please let us know if there is
someone we have missed or someone who would
benefit by receiving a card from our church family.

The Deacons are in need of Lectors and Greeters so
please let us know if you are interested in reading
scripture or greeting on Sunday mornings.

Joanne Dolbear, Co-chair

Christian Education Committee—have been work-
ing out details for a proposed Church School Direc-
tor position. It is hoped that bringing this leadership
into the church school will bring young families into
our church. The adult and children’s movie nights
have resumed, the next adult movie night is planned
for the 3rd Wednesday in April and the family movie
for the 3rd Saturday.

Ginny Schweitzer, Chair

HoLy WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Service—April 5. 10 a.m. Worship
Service and Communion with distribution of Palms.

Maundy Thursday—April 9. Soup and Bread Sup-
per at 5 p.m. followed by Tenebrae Service at 7 p.m.

Easter Sunday— April 12. Easter Breakfast from 8
am to 9:15. Easter Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.

CHURCH SUPPERS—
FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

1 On March 14, the Stewardship
Committee served up some fun
along with a delicious Corned
Beef dinner. Chair John Reilly
= dressed for the occasion to add
some fun while cooking dinner
which was attended by about
7@ 50 people.

The committee (John and Carol Reilly, Art Wheeler,
Pam Frazier and Carol Jeffery) is short-handed and
couldn’t have done it without the help of some won-
derful people—John and Lynn Shaffer, George and
Donna Ackerman, Chuck Russell, Frank Frazier.
Thanks all!

Church Suppers are a great way to have an inex-
pensive, home-cooked meal and enjoy getting to-
gether with friends and neighbors. They are gener-
ally held on the second Saturday of the month. In
April, there will be an Easter Breakfast in lieu of the
dinner, but the dinners will resume in May. All pro-
ceeds from the dinners go to the General Fund.




ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Sharing Resources, Changing Lives!

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” Matthew 6:21

If you were searching for God’s treasure, you’d find
it in people. Every person, in every nation on earth,
is treasured by God! Yet for many people, life can be
searingly tough.

When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing
through the United Church of Christ, you participate
in a world wide ministry of helping people change
their lives. A ministry that carries God’s message of
love and hope to people in more than eighty coun-
tries. A ministry of caring by and for God’s treasured
people.

Working with international partners, the United
Church of Christ provides sources of clean water,
food, education, healthcare, micro-credit loans,
emergency relief, advocacy and resettlement of refu-
gees. In addition, we work to help people just like
you prepare for disasters before they arise, and to
rebuild following the devastating effects of disasters.

One Great Hour of sharing has an amazing history.
Be part of it! For sixty years, a number of Christian
denominations and Church World Service have
worked together, through this offering, to be the
church God calls us to be, to share resources and
change lives.

ATTENDANCE

Februaryl 70
February8 57
February 15 67
February 22 49

ABOUT THE OGHS OFFERING

In 2007, the United Church of Christ received $2,890,358
for the OGHS offering. In addition, our churches and
members gave over $259,000 to UCC special disaster
appeals for domestic and international emergencies. Find
stories on how the offering has transformed lives at:
http://www.ucc.org/oghs/stories/

O Health Education
and Agriculture

[ International
Emergency

O Refugee Ministries

O National Disaster

61% B Administration

@ Promotional
Materials

W Program Monitoring
and Evaluation

BLESSINGS REMINDER . . .

Please remember to look for the Blessings Offering
Envelopes in the church pews, and if you find one
with little scribbles and drawings on it, you’re espe-
cially blessed.

Currently we’re collecting for One Great Hour of
Sharing. You may use the Blessings Offering Enve-
lopes for this purpose, or you may select another of
our church sponsored missions by checking a box on
the back.

Please be as generous as you can. The money placed
in the Blessings Offering envelope goes to support
the mission of the church, and not to the general
fund.

Margie Galabrun, Outreach

HELP NEEDED

We are still in need of a Church Clerk. The duties
of the clerk include taking the minutes at Church
Council meetings and keeping membership records.
If you are willing to serve the church in this way,
please contact the church office at 522-3189.



April 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
6PM—AIl 10AM—Scrabble 6PM — 7PM—Ed
\ Church 12PM— Confirmand/  Sullivan Variety
Committee Wakefield Area Mentor Pizza  Show, presented
O Meeting Clergy Lunch Night by the Z Team

Palm Sunday
10AM—Worship
and Sacrament,
Family Sunday

11:AM—

Confirmation Class

v

12PM—Bible
Study

38

6PM Pairs and
Spares

6:30PM- Bible
Study

9

Maundy
Thursday
1PM Parish

Helpers
5PM -Soup
Supper
7PM—Tenebrae
Service

10 11

Good Friday Holy Saturday
Church open
9AM-12PM

E,é%,,, 13
12

8AM—Easter
Breakfast
10AM

Worship—Family
Friendly Service

14

12PM—Bible
Study

15

6PM—Movie
Night

16

17 18

3PM Family
Movie Time

19 20

21

22

23

24 25

10:00AM 10AM—Scrabble City Reach City Reach
Worship 12PM—Bible 6:30PM—Bible Trip
11AM ONA Study Study
Meeting
Pledge Sunday
10AM—Worship 12PM—Bible
11AM—Coffee and Study

Fellowship, hosted

by Parish Helpers

11:30AM Church
Council




May 2009

Sun

Mon Tue

Fri

Sat

3

10AM—Worship
and Sacrament
11AM—
Confirmation Class

12PM—Bible 10AM-Scrabble

Study

9

6PM —Church
Supper

10

10AM—Worship
Service

11 12 13 14

12PM—Bible  6PM Pairs and 12PM—Parish
Study Spares Helpers
630PM—Bible Luncheon
Study

15

16

Pride Day

NH Conference
Annual Meeting

17

I8 19 20 21

22

23

10AM—Worship 10AM—
Service Scrabble
NH Conf. Annual 12PM—Bible
Meeting Study
10AM—
Worship Memorial Day 12PM—Bible  630PM—Bible
3 1 Study Study . e
@
10AM —
Worship ti*
Pentecost = ] &
and Confir- \“
mation Sun-
day '(3 46




THE PAIRS AND SPARES CLUB
A BRIEF HISTORY

“You should start a couples club for the First and
Union congregations” Dr. Frederick Alden, former
head of the New Hampshire Congregational Confer-
ence, told Dr. Ernest Calvert when he was called in
1951 as pastor to these two churches. The club was
organized for such young couples then as the Johnnie
Nasons, Elden Richards, Robert Lowes, William
Twombleys, and others. At first the club met in
member’s homes. Often, the above along with the
Calverts, Saunders, and Spinneys opened their
homes for the group.

The club was for couples, strictly church members,
and with an age limit of 35 to 40 years. Many older
couples who would have liked to come could not.
However, later, the older couples and single persons
were admitted so that now there is no age, marital
status or church affiliation barrier. Now there are
active members from St. Anthony’s Catholic Church,
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, the United
Methodist Church, and others as well as the Congre-
gational churches. The name of the club was eventu-
ally changed to Pairs and Spares Club to symbolize
its more inclusive membership.

With the rebuilding of the First Congregational
Church after the fire in 1956, the club began meeting
at the church. At first no rent was paid, but later it
was voted to contribute $5 a month to the church.
Recently, it was voted to increase this to $200 per
year. The club finances its activities by collecting $1
per person per supper. With its small income the
club has supported worthy projects such as 4H Club,
and local Church camping, Meals on Wheels, Habitat
for Humanity, the Farm Museum, Hospice, Thanks-
giving baskets, and others.

Over the years the Pairs and Spares have had consis-
tently fine programs planned by a program commit-
tee. This and good fellowship have helped keep the
club strong and healthy. The club meets eleven
months a year with as few as a dozen present on a
snowy night in February to as many as fifty during
the summer months.

The club welcomes guests and new members. You
can call the club’s president, Edna Wilson, at 569-
0039 for more information.
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PAIRS AND SPARES MEET APRIL 8

The Pairs and Spares Club will meet on
Wednesday, April 8 for a musical eve-
ning with Lance MacLean and Doug
Cady. The hosts for the evening are
Judy and Bruce Levis. New members
or guests are welcomed!

PLEDGE SUNDAY IS APRIL 26

A

o

The letters have been sent and the Stewardship Com-
mittee’s Annual Pledge Drive is underway. It’s ear-
lier than previous years, but we are doing things a
little differently this year. We are seeking pledges
before we vote on a budget. Our 2008—2009
budget has been whittled down from what was origi-
nally presented, but is still greater than our pledged
amount and income. We’ve stepped up the fundrais-
ing to help with the general fund, but it, too, has
fallen short of our expectations. The Power of
Change is going well, but again, we have not reached
our goal for this fiscal year.

Everywhere we turn these days we are hearing the
dire news of the economy. But we are people of
faith! We love our church and are dedicated to its
missions. We look upon our Church for comfort in
times of stress or sorrow, for fellowship in times of
joy and celebration, for inspiration and insight for
our spiritual growth. For all these, we thank God for
our Church and Church family. Your pledge will not
only sustain our work within the church, community,
and throughout the world, but will ideally help it to
flourish!

Think about how you can help this year. If you have
regularly pledged, thank you— and we hope you can
continue to do so. If you have not pledged before,
please consider doing so this year. Please bring your
pledge card to worship on April 26 or mail them any-
time to the church in care of Barry Lockard, Assis-
tant Treasurer. Thanks you and may God Bless You

The Stewardship Committee —

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. Each man should give what he
has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians: 9, 6-7




UPCOMING Z TEAM EVENTS

The Z Team continues to work on two fundraisers
this spring. “The Ed Sullivan Show” will be held on
Saturday, April 4th at 7:00 p.m. For the price of a
$10 admission --children $5-- you will be amazed,
hopefully delighted, and definitely smiling at the ar-
ray of talented stars that will make an appearance in
the Fellowship Hall. As if the talent were not
enough, the Z Team will have an array of delicious
desserts to tempt you. Please come and invite your
friends!

On May 30th, the Service Auction returns! For those
new to the Service Auction,this is an opportunity to
donate a service and bid on the services of your
friends and neighbors. Examples from our last ser-
vice auction include specialty dinners for 2, 4, 6 or 8,
boat rides, all types of yummy baked goods, com-
puter tech support, a garlic garden, baby-sitting, yard
or house work, hand crafted items, and a day at the
beach with lobster rolls! Not only does this benefit a
great cause but it brings church family and friends
together in fellowship. Mark your calendars and
please consider donating a service when that special
call comes to you!

What are we doing with all of this fundraising
money? Cathy, Ann, Jo and | are traveling to Zim-
babwe from July 14 - July 30th and we have several
special projects that we hope to fund with the pro-
ceeds from these fundraisers.

1) Dzika and Mwandibaye Village goats and chick-
ens We are working toward providing two villages
with goats and chickens (think Heifer Project Zim
style) that will allow improved nutrition and income
that will enable orphaned girls to go to school and
not be relegated to polygamous marriages. The cost
of this project is $2,160. We have $500 now and just
$1,660 to go!

2) Medical, school supplies, and food aid Our dear
partners in Rufumiso remain in desperate need. We
hope to bring some supplies and provide money for
the supplies we can’t carry!

3) Feminine undergarments and hygiene project We
take for granted the ability to buy these necessary
items. Not so for the women of Zimbabwe. We will
be buying and bringing these much needed items.

4) Continuing the work of the FOOT program. We
are excited about meeting and spending time with as
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many of the children on our sponsorship list as possi-
ble. We are up to 22 children now (YEAH!!!) but we
know there are so many, many more. We will bring
love, hope, warmth, and no doubt lots of giggles, to
these waiting children.

We appreciate your love and never ending support.
Help us make these project dreams become a reality!

Connie Littlefield

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

Rumbidzai Mkwirimba is a

young woman with a
dream. Age 19, Rumbidzai
lives in Harare, Zim-
babwe. Her mother passed

& away in 2003 and her father in
2007.  Since then she has
stayed with five different

families. She has not yet completed school because

she has no money to pay school fees. Rumbidzai
used to work in teachers’ houses for food and school
supplies but the economy worsened. Teachers were
not being paid so Rumbidzai was let go. Rum-
bidzai’s dream is to finish school and to become a
nurse. Joseph Sibiya calls her “a highly disciplined
lady.”

On the day that | was pondering how we could possi-
bly send Rumbidzai to school, | received an unex-
pected call from Elizabeth Heinlein. Our dear, be-
loved, hardworking Parish Helpers voted to give the
Z Team $500.00. The generosity of these ever faith-
ful women will allow another woman to have re-
newed hope and faith that her dream might be real-
ized. There aren’t enough words to convey the love
and gratitude we feel on Rumbidzai’s behalf. Our
Parish Helpers are the best!

Connie Littlefield

Always feel free to share any concerns or celebra-
tions with the Diaconate or Pastor Mary so that we
may keep those in need in our prayers.




APRIL BIRTHDAYS

4 Jean Lloyd 13 Dayna O’Connell 23 Natalee Royle
4 Julia McCarthy 14 Agnes Carlson 24 Ann Eaton
6 Dan Schnurbush 14 Elizabeth Heinlein 24 Molly James
7 Barbara Burkam 14 Dorcas Knight 26 Sarah Kinville
9 Alyssa Hall 14 Adam Szirbik 27 Brad Denley
10 Kristin Galabrun 15 Ginny Schweitzer 28 Dawson Cotreau
10 Debbie O’Connell 17 Aimee Ball 28 Madison Cotreau
11 Michael Crew 19 Jo Szirbik 28 Peg Harvey
11 Michael Weeks 20 Susan Jacobson 28 Del Littlefield
12 Richard Baudin 21 Amanda Boggs 29 Christine McPherson
13 Persis Hildebrandt 23 Ciera Rose Dee 29 Lauree Royle
e
1 Ken & Penny Ellis . All are invited to an Open House
5 Rick & Cindy Denver Birthday Party for Beth MacRury on
15 Bill & Susie Goodwin Sunday, March 29, from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Fel-
15 Anders & Nancy Jacobson lowship Hall. This is her 93rd birthday! Help
23 Scott & Nicky Mercer spread this invitation for all to come to celebrate
25 Nathan & Debbie Fogg this special day with smiles and best wishes for
28 Frank & Pam Frazier this wonderful lady. Cards only, please.
Pam Judge

Remember also . .
Our servicemen and women, especially those deployed in Irag and Afghanistan

The Darfur region in Africa and our friends in Rufumiso, Zimbabwe

Residents of the Nursing Homes and Retirement Communities in our area
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
2718 WAKEFIELD ROAD, PO Box 809
SANBORNVILLE, NH 03872

COMING EVENTS

MARCH 29—SURPRISE OPEN
HOUSE BIRHDAY PARTY
FOR BETH MACRURY
SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS

HoLY WEEK SERVICES
APRIL 5—APRIL 12
SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS

Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 ~ Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16 ~Philippians 2:5-11
I "orMark 15:1-39, (40-47)

$ Good Friday b
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 ~ Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9
John 18:1-19:42

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD

Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Holy Saturday
Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24
Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 ~ 1 Peter 4:1-8
Matthew 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42

& Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43

John 20:1-18 or
)+ 4

April 19 Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35 ~ Psalm 133
1John1:1-22 ~-) &$ I

V2 # 4

i

April 26 Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19 ~ Psalm 4
1John 3:1-7 / 0& .11 (
§ 3) 45



