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A blessed and joyful New Year to all! As I write this article, many people across New England are still with-
out power. By the time you read this, I pray that the ice storm of December and its acute aftermath will be be-
hind us. Aspects of the storm will reverberate for years to come; the landscape and its ecology certainly will
manifest long-term effects. We might wish to forget the storm, but it can be argued from many perspectives
that some remembrance of it will be useful. Obviously, the lessons learned about preparedness and emergency
response are very important to heed in the future. There are other things, too, that happened to us—some of us
maybe for just a few hours—that taught us a lot, and this includes the experience of profound vulnerability
when the systems we depend upon fail us. As one person whose power was out for many days said to me, “I
feel forgotten!”

A widespread failure of a large and critical system that provides for our comfort and our safety is, fortunately,
a fairly rare thing in our country. However, during that storm, we got just a fraction of a glimpse— just a tiny
dose— of what the poor in our country and elsewhere in the world experience every day. Folks in our country
are without the safety nets of enough food, decent jobs, and access to health care in record numbers. Many of
us thought about our friends in Zimbabwe who daily live with the terrible realities of a devastating failure of
all the systems that protect and sustain human life. We at least knew that the power would go on within a
week or so; for many in the world, assistance of this nature is not available. If the people of Zimbabwe have
any hope, it is, in large measure, in those who live far away in more stable systems who are willing to remem-
ber them.

In the wake of the storm, the experiences of vulnerability and (perhaps) of having felt “forgotten” even for just
a little while, give us the gift of a new perspective. The storm has clarified and magnified our call to remem-
ber, pray for, and act on behalf of those here at home and in the wider world whose sustaining systems have
failed them. What if there was an ice storm here, and nobody came to help?

The One who never abandons us and is always present to sustain our spirits in any trouble invites us to con-
sider: Who is our neighbor? Let us ponder this question in the light of our recent experience.

With every hope for peace, joy, and neighborliness in the New Year,
Mary

But a Samaritan while traveling came near him, and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
He went to him and bandaged his wounds... ....
Luke 10: 33-34




CHILI JANUARY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10TH, 6 PM

Nothing chases away the chills of January like a hot
bowl of chili with a warm bowl of apple crisp for
dessert. Vegetarian chili will be served as well, so
please join us for a wonderfully comforting meal
served up with lots of good fellowship.

The cost is $7 per adult, $5 for children 8 to 12, and
children under 8 free. Money raised will be contrib-
uted to the Church’s General Fund. For information
or reservations, please contact Lynn at the church
office at 522-3189.
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E WATCH WMUR FOR E
FCCW CANCELLATIONS

Winter is here and with that comes occa-

sional cancellations. If we have to cancel
services or an event, it will be on WMUR
Channel 9 - both on TV and at their web-

site—www.wmur.com.
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COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP
2009 SCHEDULE

January 11, 25 Diaconate
February 8, 22 Bell Choir

March 8, 29 Bible Study Groups
April 12, 26 Parish Helpers
May 10, 31 Voice Choir

June 7, 28 Officers and Staff
July 12, 26 Christian Outreach
August 9, 30 Prudential

Music and Flower

Christian Education

Pastoral Relations & Library
Stewardship

September 13, 27
October 11, 25
November 8, 22
December 13, 27

Steeple Views is published monthly by the First
Congregational Church of Wakefield, NH and is
available by email. To be added to our emailing list,
please contact the editors, Carol Jeffery and Lynn
Shaffer at steepleviews @gmail.com.
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CiTY REACH
MARCH 20 -21, 2009

City Reach is an amazing and inspirational outreach
program for youth and adults to help participants un-
derstand the intricacies of homelessness from people
who are, or who were formerly homeless.

You are invited to participate over the weekend of
March 20-21. The cost is $55 for adults and $25 for
youth. Youth costs are subsidized and additional
scholarships may be available.

How does City Reach work? Our group, which will
include a team from St. John’s, will arrive on Friday
later in the afternoon, get settled in and then gather
with other church groups to learn the personal stories
of the City Reach staff. City Reach staff then offer a
guided tour of Boston sites which minister to the
homeless, followed by a meaningful worship service
on Boston Common. The fun part is finding that
comfy place to sleep in the sanctuary of St. Paul's
Cathedral with friends old and new. On Saturday
groups will make sandwiches, sort clothing and offer
both to those who come to St. Paul’s and to the
homeless out in the streets of Boston. A time of
group work and reflection follows lunch, as we con-
sider ways to share our experience and bring back
what we have learned to our church family.

If you would like to be a part of City Reach this year,
please speak to Connie, Robin, or Ann. A check
made out to The First Congregational Church of
Wakefield, UCC must be received by January 15th.
More specific details on our timeline and what you
need to bring will be given at that time.

You can be a part of City Reach even if you choose
to stay right here in Wakefield! We are looking for
donations of socks (remember Cathy’s “sock it to
me” story?), underwear, tee shirts, hats, gloves, and
toiletries. Watch for those January sales! We will
also need someone to coordinate
food donations. A complete listing \
of desired donations will be avail-

able in the next issue of Steeple
Views. Please consider being part

of City Reach 2009!

.

Connie Littlefield Q



MEET THE CONFIRMANDS
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Austin Gehring is an active and involved eighth
grader at Paul School. He was born January 4, 1995
at Huggins Hospital and has lived in Wakefield all
his life. His parents are Robert and Ann Gehring,
and he has an older brother Robert and older sister
Bridget.

His confirmation mentor is Cathy Koukal. He likes
school, gets good grades and is a member of the Stu-
dent Council. He really likes animals and has 2
dogs, Champ and Bo and 2 cats, Rosie and Missy.
Some day he’d like to be a veterinarian taking care
of pets, strays and be active creating more and better
animal shelters.

His hobbies include snowboarding in the winter and
tennis during the summers; he’s quite a Lego archi-
tect creating ornate buildings and ships. Technology
fascinates him — he’s the SCAMP production team’s
electronics-sound person. He enjoyed last year’s
Best of Broadway production. He loves music espe-
cially rap and country and plays the drums and piano
- favorite group is Panic at the Disco.

Austin enjoys traveling especially a trip to Europe
recently visiting Scotland and his favorite, Germany,
seeing the Rhine River and visiting many wonderful
castles there.

He is enjoying the confirmation class experience
learning about the bible, church beliefs and history;
he is dedicated to participating in outreach and help-
ing those less fortunate. He likes First Church and
its friendly, outgoing people and looks forward to
being a productive member of the church.

Allie Herman loves school, especially math and lan-
guages and does a lot of reading AND writing and is
quite creative. Her favorite author is Ellen Hopkins.
She writes both poems and short stories — her favor-
ite poetry composition is called “My Double Life”.
During her reading she came across a cookbook that
intrigued her so she started cooking and loved it —
she bakes lots of pastries and is busy this season with
cookies and chocolate cakes. Music is another of
Allie’s passions — she plays the clarinet and flute and
enjoys all types of music, especially classical.
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She spends much time thinking and being proactive
to improve the lot of those less fortunate in our world

She has recently sent school supplies to Iraq and bak-
ing cookies for local Wakefield elderly that need ex-
tra TLC. Her aspirations include many possibilities
— teacher, sculptor or journalist — she’s like someday
to adopt a child from a disadvantaged life.

She really enjoys First Church for many reasons —
warm people, caring spirit and welcome atmosphere.

Ayla Farley is a busy, involved and independent
thinking 7th grader attending Paul School. She was
born June 26, 1996 at Memorial Hospital in North
Conway. She is the daughter of Ariane Toussaint
and has lived in Wakefield all her life. She has an
older sister Chelsea, loves animals, and has many
pets — a cat Candy and 3 sophisticated birds who all
talk! Rax and Cora (Macaws) and a parrot named
Ruby. Oh the things these birds talk about!!

Ayla is very close to her Mom and feels she and
Mom are best friends. She is a very active person
involved with dance, karate, gymnastics and lots of
music — she plays drums, the piano and sings often.
She likes country music of all kinds and is a dedi-
cated Boston sports fan — Patriots, Red Sox and Cel-
tics adorn her walls. She’s an avid reader whose fa-
vorite is the book (and movie) Twilight.

She is an experienced babysitter for close friends and
neighbors she knows. Ayla is a young lady with
much self confidence and maturity well beyond her
years. She feels good about herself and is very dedi-
cated to staying away from dangerous peer pressure
driven things like smoking or drugs that she feels
strongly can ruin lives. She is an independent
thinker and a good example of someone who can re-
sist peer pressure in this challenging world.

Ayla really like First Church, its Sunday School and
Confirmation program. People are so friendly and
really do listen to young people in the church. She is
very involved as an acolyte and scripture reader es-
pecially with her best friend Mom.

Dave Schweitzer
Christian Education



ONA CORNER

The Open and Affirming Committee, an ad hoc to
the Outreach Committee, is proud to kick-off the 5™
anniversary of becoming an ONA Congregational
Church. The 2009 calendar year is the First Congre-
gational Church of Wakefield’s 5" Anniversary of
becoming Open and Affirming. This means that in
2004 we adopted a non-discrimination statement that
reads as follows:

“The First Congregational Church of Wake-
field, UCC is a vibrant welcoming commu-
nity of faith called to celebrate the loving
God in worship and to serve God by follow-
ing the way of Jesus Christ.

We celebrate the diversity of our member-
ship and affirm that every person is a unique
creation made in God’s image.

We invite all persons to join in the full minis-
try of this church and to share in its joys,
privileges, and responsibilities.

Therefore, we declare ourselves to be an
Open and Affirming Congregation, celebrat-
ing human relationships that are based on
love, responsibility, mutual respect and trust.
We embrace diversity in race, gender, ability,
age, spiritual belief, economic status, nation-
ality, ethnicity, marital status, and sexual
identity or orientation.”

To celebrate our 5™ anniversary we are kicking-off
the year with a video showing of “The Laramie Pro-
ject”, January 21% at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
This is a movie version of the New York Tectonic
Theater Project which is based on more than 200 in-
terviews of Laramie, Wyoming citizens following
the murder of Mathew Shepard. It mixes real news
reports with actors portraying friends, family, cops,
killers, and other Laramie residents in their own
words. The evening will include refreshments and a
follow-up discussion.

Come and join us as we celebrate our church’s anni-
versary in becoming an Open and Affirming Congre-
gation. We have many exciting events scheduled for
the 2009 year; this video is just the beginning.

Donna V Ackerman, ONA Committee
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REMINDER

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

JANUARY 11

PARISH HELPERS

On January 8 the Parish Helpers are privileged to
have Titia Bozuwa as our speaker. She will review
some of her recent books. The Parish Helpers meet at
I pm in the Fellowship Hall and welcome all ladies
of the church. Join us for coffee and dessert!

Betty Crowe

Many thanks to all who worked so
hard to make the Parish Helpers’
Christmas Boutique such a success.

A special thank you to Maurice Hatch, Jack Hebb,
Parker Vanderhoof and Dick Nelson for trucking
things over from the Treasure Shop and Parker's ga-
rage. They also helped in setting up and cleaning up
after the fair was over. We couldn't have done it
without them.

Most grateful,
Elizabeth Heinlein

CONGRATUALATIONS
TO THE CHURCH SCHOOL

On December 14, the Congregation was treated to a
wonderful Christmas Pageant presented by the
Church School that really got us in the true Christ-
mas spirit. Thanks to all who made it possible.

NOVEMBER ATTENDANCE
[

November 2 88 =
November 9 85
November 16 101 o]
November 23 74
November 23 83 (Ecumenical)
November 30 65




January 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

New Year’s Church Offices
Day—church closed
offices closed

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

10AM Epiphany 1PM Parish 6PM—Chili
Worship and 6PM—All Helpers Church Supper,
Sacrament— Church
Family Sunday Committee
Rev. George .
Meeting

Harvey—Guest
Minister

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

10AM )
Worship— . 6PM Pairs and
11AM Coffee— 12PM—Bible Spares '
hosted by Diaconate Study Resumes  6:30PM— Bible
11:30AM Church 6PM—Book Dis- Study
Council cussion Group
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:00AM MLK Day—  10AM—Scrabble = 6PM—Movie
Worship Church Offices 12PM—Bible Night
closed Study

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

10AM—Worship 12PM—Bible 6:30PM —Bible
Open House and Study Study
Brunch




February 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
10AM 12PM—Bible 6PM—AIl
Worship and Study Church
Sacrament— Committee
Family Sunday Meeting

8

9 10 11

12

13

14

10AM— 1PM Parish 6PM—Church
Worship11AM . Helpers Supper

Coffee—hosted by 12P§4—dBlble 6PM Pairs and

Bell Choir tudy Spares
6:30PM- Bible

Study

10AM President’s bb - Nigh
Worship— Day—Church 10AM —Scrfl e  Movie Night
. 12PM—Bible
Offices closed
Study

22

10:00AM
Worship
11AM Coffee—

hosted by Bell Choir

24

12PM—Bible
Study

25

26

27

28




RECYCLED TIPS
FROM THE GREEN TREE

Last Spring the Stewardship Committee presented
the Green Tree and invited you to think of things you
could do to take better care of our planet. Many of
you wrote your ideas on leaves and placed them on
the green tree which stood in front of the sanctuary
for many months. Here are some of your ideas.

Look for the Stewardship Committee’s new Green

Tree in January!

« Use cloth shopping bags. — Jan Brejwo, Ann
Bilodeau, George Ackerman, Linda E.

- Marge Berg, Janet Carr, H.W., Nancy Dee

- Refrain from littering. — Katlee

» Reuse plastic bags or bottles. - Agnes Carlson,
Carole Doughty, Carol Jeffery, George Acker-
man.

- Recycle glass, plastics, paper, cardboard, tin
cans, aluminum, glass, or clothes. — Mary, Joe &
Jan Brejwo, Midge Leonard, The Reillys, Glenna
Nelson, Paul & Agnes Carlson, Mercer Family,
Hannah Dee, Kevin, Chris & Nick; Betty, H.W.

e Educate children about recycling at school. —
Linda E.

» Save on paper. — Shannon, Alison, Ashlee, Emily

« Use compactors. — H.W., Eric Mercer

» Feed birds and animals food scraps. — Margie
Galabrun

- Eat leftovers. — Erika

- Refrain from using chemicals in home or garden.
— Margie Galabrun

« Shut off water while brushing my teeth. — Donna
V.

- Use a garden cart for hauling instead of a tractor.
- Frank

- Compost. —Jan Stanley, Barry Lockard

Linda Petkunas, Stewardship

BOOKS THAT HAVE
CHANGED OUR LIVES

Have you read a book (or books) that have had a pro-
found influence on the way you think or live your
life? We’d love for you to bring those books to a
very special book discussion group on Tuesday,
January 13™. (Let’s hope for GOOD weather!!) It
would be great if you’d select a paragraph or two to
share; it will be great food for thought and a wonder-
ful way to know each other even better! We will
gather from 6 to 7:30 in the Parish Helpers
Room. Please bring a snack to share. We’ll share
nourishment for mind and body!

Dear Friends,

We have had pleas for anti-diarrhea medication,
pain relievers, and mosquito netting for our
friends in Zimbabwe in response to the current
cholera epidemic (deaths are now over 1,100)
and the malaria situation. Sue Heppenstall, a
medical missionary for A Light For Zimbabwe,
will be traveling in early February and will
carry supplies for us. We will have a box for
donations at church. Thank you!

The Z Team

OPEN HOUSE AND BRUNCH

The Stewardship Committee will be cooking up
something special for you on Sunday, January 25.
After a special welcoming Open Church Worship
Service, they will be scrambling around making spe-
cial omelets and fixings for a delicious brunch.

This is the perfect time to ask a friend or neighbor to
join us in Worship. Share the joy—invite a friend to
check out our wonderful church!

FEDDERN DIACONATE
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Did you know that there is a Fund set up specifically
for the purpose to provide emergency relief for peo-
ple in need?

If you are a person or family in need of temporary
emergency financial assistance, please contact Rev.
Mary or any member of the Diaconate. Your request
will be considered with the utmost discretion and
confidentiality.

The Feddern Diaconate Discretionary Fund was set
up at the request of Henry ‘Hank’ Feddern, who had
great compassion for people experiencing difficult
times. Hank was a Deacon Emeritus, and passed
away in 1995.

Chris Gatchell, Diaconate




JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
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John Tamilio II
Donald Silcocks
Austin Gehring
Penny Ellis
Donna Ackerman
Tiffany Fifield
Jim Pirie

Jason Denver
Rachel Wilson

11 Ashley Hall

13 Marion Maleham
15 Lindsay Baldwin
15 Carole Doughty
16 Robert Chadbourne
16 Bill Judge
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17 Warren Berg

18 Eric Boggs

19 Bob Crowe

19 George Szirbik

20 Gail Leyare

20 Edward Morrison

23 Abby Schnurbush
24 Emily Crew

25 Martha Jo McCarthy
28 Samantha Michalsky
28 Erin Seaboyer

30 John Hebb

30 Joanne Dolbear

30 Janie Silcocks

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

12 Richard and Diana Peckham
13 Bob and Betty Crowe
16 Jeff and Valerie Ward

THE POWER OF PRAYER TO
STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH

Every month, the partner churches in the Car-
roll-Strafford Association of the NH Confer-
ence of the United Church of Christ participate
in praying for one another.

For January, we are asked to keep in our
prayers the First Congregational Church of
Farmington, UCC, and their new pastor, The
Rev. Debra Pratt-Peckham. May God
strengthen and flourish their ministries in the
world!

Rev. Mary

We ask your continued prayers and support for those members of our church and wider community who

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN

are ill, or who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, and for their families.

Please also keep in your prayers -

Our servicemen and women, especially those deployed in Iraqband Afghanistan

The Darfur region in Africa and our friends in Rufumiso, Zim

abwe

Residents of the Nursing Homes and Retirement Communities in our area




NEwsS FROM ZIMBABWE

Zimbabwe is in a situation we can barely fathom. The cholera epidemic, spread by contaminated water, has
affected more than 16,000 people killed more than 978 as of December 15, a figure known to be under re-
ported. Health officials anticipate the number of cases could reach 60,000. Zimbabwe’s public services — wa-
ter, sanitation, electrical, public schools and hospitals — are shutting down due to the disintegrating economy.
Inflation officially hit 231 million percent in July, but economists estimate that it has now grown to an unbe-
lievable figure -- 8 followed by 18 zeros. Most schools, which were once the pride of Africa due a literacy rate
higher than that of the United States, have stopped functioning because teacher salaries do not even cover the
cost of the bus fare to work. Food is so scarce that our friend, Mwandi Sithole, a teacher and Rufumiso church
secretary, has become a border trader. She travels to Mozambique to buy desperately needed food for her ex-
tended family and to trade to others.

In the midst of these unbelievable difficulties, it is easy to feel overwhelmed wondering how we can possibly
make a difference. But we have. Through the generosity of our church and others in the local community, we
have made a significant difference to the 16 children who have received sponsorship. They will have
food, clothing, and a place to sleep. When school resumes and medical care is available, these children will
have access to both. Photos of some of the sponsored children are on the Z Team bulletin board in the Fellow-
ship Hall., along with photos of children still waiting to be sponsored. Thank you for your continuing generous
and thoughtful support!

News from Joseph Sibiya, Friends of Orphan Trust Director:

“Children on FOOT’s list who do not have sponsorship survive on blackjack and wild fruits which are
found during the months of Nov. and Dec. Observing from my house each day, I would see many
women, girls, and children around the age of 8 carrying bundles of fire wood or chickens to sell. Others
would just come to our door steps to beg for a meal. At lunch you would see handfuls of children
around the corners of the house who disappear after lunch. The young ones just burst into cry as they
see others eating when their parents do not have anything to give them. It is nothing short of a miracle
that they are surviving up to this day. The most critical months are December, January, and February.”

News from Rev. Mutsumbei, UCCZ Eastern Conference Superintendent (December 3, 2008):

“I was with Ann and Don at the installation of Rev Matuvhunye on the 30 November and that was
when they bid me farewell as they were to fly the following day. We had a nice time together on their
stay at Chikore and Mt Selinda hospitals. They were able share and experience our life during its most
hard times. Three days after their arrival, all nurses country wide put down their tools. Their cry was
hunger. A week after that, was an outbreak of cholera starting from Harare trekking the movement of
majority of people as they look for livelihood into South Africa. Now we have a combination of prob-
lems, no medicine, no food for the workforce to eat, no nurses in hospitals, no Govt. to care about its
people and this means cholera was able to spread freely. As I write this letter it is everywhere in the
country entering S. Africa. It has taken more then 500 lives with thousands under treatment by Non
Governmental Organization and the S African Govt. The failure by the international community to ad-
dress the Zimbabwean situation has huge effects local and on countries around Zimbabwe. The World
Food Programme is outnumbered by the number of people needing food, yet they are also talking of
scaling down. People are weak and some are dying due to the lack of food. The number of lives taken
by the cholera outbreak is so huge due to the fact that people are already weak due to hunger. The in-
stallation for UCCZ president was well done. Rev Sandra Gourdet, Rev Kim Mckerley, Rev Jepson
and Dr Erik Hobbe came to attend the occasion. Members even from the rural areas struggled to come
and the gathering was huge.

I am sending my Christmas greetings to all Wakefield church but special greetings to the Zim team.
We are fine only the fear of cholera. I do not take any food when I go out even water. Wish you a new
year and a new national leadership in 2009.”



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

2718 WAKEFIELD ROAD, PO Box 809
SANBORNVILLE, NH 03872

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

GOT EMAIL?
YOU CAN GET YOUR
STEEPLE VIEWS QUICKLY
AND EASILY ONLINE.

SEE PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS.

JANUARY LECTIONARY

Second Sunday after Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12
Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21 ~
Ephesians 1:3-14 ~

Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6 ~ Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12 ~ Matthew 2:1-12

First Sunday after Epiphany
Genesis 1:1-5 ~ Psalm 29 ~ Acts 19:1-7

"%
Second Sunday after Epiphany
% Pp - *  ~ 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
), ot

,— Third Sunday after Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 ~ Psalm 62:5-12
1Corinthians 7:29-31 ~ ,
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