
  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

A� OPE� A�D AFFIRMI�G CO�GREGATIO� 

 
 

PHONE:  603-522-3189 
FAX:  603-522-3302   

WEBSITE:  FCCWAKEFIELDNH.ORG 
EMAIL:  FCCWAKEFIELDNH@GMAIL.COM 

 WWW. FACEBOOK.COM/FIRSTCONGREGATIONALCHURCHOFWAKEFIELDUCC 

 

THE PASTOR’S PAGE . . .  

REVEREND MARY A. JAMES, PASTOR   

REVEREND GEORGE HARVEY, PASTOR EMERITUS 

 

VOLUME 36: NO. 

AUGUST 2012 

A LEGACY A�D A LEG UP 

 
As a pastor (and, previously, as a chaplain) I have heard it maybe a thousand times:  “I don’t know how I would get through life 
without my faith.”  Growing up in a family in which faith was a priority, I heard it a lot there, too.  My parents still say this to 
me regularly.  And, probably at least once a day, I say it to myself, or sometimes even speak those words as a prayer of grati-
tude.   As a child who attended church regularly, I was given the legacy of faith, and the “leg up” in life that faith provides. 
 
When we look around our sanctuary, we see very few children and young people.  (And how graced we are by those who are 
present!) Yet we know that our town is filled with them.  We who have the great gift of faith as a firm foundation in our lives 
have the opportunity and the obligation to pass on this gift to the next generation.  Those few children who take part here are 
abundantly loved and know the warmth and support of a church family, but there are so many others in need of this who do not 
have it!     
 
It’s easy to blame the culture, and it’s certainly legitimate to do so.  Families are busy.  Children engage in a full schedule of 
activities at an early age and Sunday mornings are sometimes a family’s only quiet time; some sport activities actually take 
place on Sunday morning.  Denominational loyalty is a thing of the past, for the most part, and often young folks are drawn to 
churches with more rock-influenced music and a more visible and sophisticated use of technology than we employ.  For the 
“unchurched,” news stories of church scandals, the public image of religious hard-liners, and the presence of TV evangelists can 
cast a negative light on the whole idea of church.  They can’t know how caring we are until they walk in the door that first time! 
 
While all of these factors are formidable obstacles, each congregation struggling to reach out to children and youth must ask 
themselves:  what obstacles do we ourselves place in the way of families?   How can we make our church more inviting and 
accessible to more children, youth, and families? 
 
One of our most difficult challenges is in finding people to teach Church School.  A very small number of people are willing to 
carry out this wonderful ministry.   Our Church School is faltering due to the lack of teachers.   Please read this as a call to offer 
to do something with our Church School:  teach, read or tell a story, provide snack, share an activity or a craft or a song, come 
tell the children about how important your faith is, invite a child to church—even just one time!   
 
We are in the process of surveying our Church School families to find out how they feel about the best time to hold Church 
School, and to get input on a variety of things from them.   We long to offer a vibrant Church School experience to as many 
youngsters as possible.  The call to pass on the legacy and richness of a faith-filled life as part of a loving church belongs to each 
and every one of us.   
 
Can you help? 
 
Blessings and peace, 
Mary  
 

Let them thank the Lord for steadfast love, for God’s wonderful works to humankind.  Psalm 107: 15 
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SHOE COLLECTIO� FU�DRAISER 
 
You know those shoes 
you bought that were so 
cute in the store, but the 
first time you wore 
them you realized they 
didn’t fit all that well?  
We want those shoes.  
You know the sneakers 
you bought last year 
and barely wore?  We 

want those too.  We want all the shoes in your closet that you 
don’t need or wear, but that are still good enough for someone 
else to wear.   
 
We’re going to advertise, display and sell your wonderful but 
unwanted shoes at the All Church Yard Sale on August 25th.  
Any shoes that don’t sell at the Yard Sale will be bundled up 
and delivered to a recycling shoe distributor.  This is a green 
way of making some $green$ to further our church’s mission.  
Please help by checking your closets right away.  Contact me 
with any questions..  522-6647 or mgalabrun@roadrunner.com 

 

Margie Galabrun 

SPIRITUAL LIFE & FAITH FORMATIO� MI�ISTRY 
 
The next meeting of the Spiritual Life and Faith Formation 
Ministry (SLFF) is scheduled for Sunday, August 26th, after 
coffee hour.  Everyone is welcome to attend ministry meetings.  
Due to the time of the day, it’s a good idea to bring a bag lunch 
along to keep the positive energy flowing.  This will be the first 
meeting with newly assumed coordinator positions, so let’s 
make it a great meeting. 

Margie Galabrun, Convener 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Operating Budget (Non-restricted):   
July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012 

 
Income:  $138,972.39 
Expenditures: $135,903.86 
Net Gain               $    3,068.53 

 
Restricted Funds balance at 6/30/2012: $2,459.25. 
 
Wow, we did it. Thanks to all you loyal givers of time, talent 
and treasure we ended the fiscal year with a gain. You are 
amazing.  We also ended with over $5600 in the bank which is 
just a little more than we had at the beginning of the year.  This 
is a healthy financial situation and makes being treasurer much 
less stressful. 
 
By the time you read this the 2011-12 Treasurer’s Annual Re-
port will have been distributed.  Most of you will have received 
it by email or picked it up at church.  If you do not have yours 
yet, copies are still available on the back table of the sanctuary. 
 
The new year got off to a very busy start with a Roast Pork 
Dinner headed by Carol Jeffery and Ginny Schweitzer.  This 
fund raiser generated $365 for the general fund.   Pam Frazier’s 
garlic scapes became a learning experience for many of us as 
well as adding $39 to the church coffers. Thank you to all who 
took part in these yummy food fund raisers.  

 

Janice Brejwo, Treasurer                                                                                                                                              

jbrejwo@roadrunner.com 

SUMMER READI�G 
  
Looking for summer reading?  Our shelves are stocked with 
many worthwhile authors, like Mitch Albom.  And, if there is 
anyone out there who still has not read Titia Bozuwa’s books, 
they are all on the shelf just waiting for you to enjoy.  I prom-
ise, you will love all of them.  Have you received a note about 
unreturned library books?  If so, please scour your house and 
get them back to us, so others may enjoy them.  Just leave them 
in the bin inside the entry door by the driveway, or in the bin on 
the library wall shelf.   There are also some new children’s 
books in the back of the sanctuary, to keep the little ones occu-
pied during church. 

�ancy Dee, Mary Beth Cook 

CALLI�G ALL BAKERS! 
 

We need your help to bake pies for the Par-
ish Helpers Fair.  You need not be a Parish 
Helper to help us make our Pie Sale a big 
success!   If you can at all, please plan to 
donate a homemade pie to sell at the Village 

Fair on August 11.  We will even supply the pie pan (available 
at the church!)  If you have any questions, contact Ginny 
Schweitzer or Carol Jeffery. 

VILLAGE FAIR 

 
The Parish Helpers will hold their annual summer fair on Satur-
day, August 11, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
There will be crafts, a white elephant table, and jewelry.  
Homemade pies, a Cookie Walk, and lunch will be available.  
There will be face painting for the kiddos, and popcorn, too!  
The winners of the annual raffle will be drawn. The Fair, along 
with the Treasure Shop, are the two major fund-raising projects 
for the Parish Helpers.  Please come to the Fair and lend your 
support! 
 
The Cookie Walk has been very popular in recent years.  And 
we need cookies to make it a success!  If you are willing to 
bake, please let Pam Frazier know.  You needn’t be a Parish 
Helpers to donate cookies for the cause!   
 
Hope to see you at the Fair! 

Co-Chairs 

Carol Jeffery & Ginny Schweitzer 
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PAIRS A�D SPARES CLUB – WHO ARE THEY? 
  
The Pairs and Spares Club began in the early fifties at the sug-
gestion of Dr. Frederick Alden, former head of the New Hamp-
shire Congregational Conference, to meet the needs of the First 
and Union Congregations of Wakefield.  Under the leadership 
of then Pastor Ernest Calvert, young couples formed a club and 
met in member’s homes. 
  
Later, older couples and “singles” were welcomed into the club 
thus, presently, there is no age, marital status or church affilia-
tion  restriction.  There are now active members from the vari-
ous area churches. 
  
Today, members meet on the 2nd Wednesday evening of each 
month at the First Congregation Church of Wakefield.  Mem-
bers delight in a popular pot-luck supper followed by a time of 
fellowship.  On occasion, an interesting program is of-
fered.  The Club collects $1.00 per person, per supper in order 
to make moderate donations to the church and to other worthy 
local organizations. 
 
Won’t you join us for an evening of fellowship with new 
friends and old?  For further information about The Club, 
please call Judy Levis, 473-8297, Joan Hynes, 522-3584, or 
Elizabeth Fogg, 522-5116                                               

 Judy Levis 

A RIDDLE 
 
What do a dog container (with collars and electronic impulse 
system), a pair of Chacos, and a Jon boat have in common?  
Answer revealed on Page 7. 

 

A POEM ABOUT RESPECTI�G THE PLA�ET  

 

We forget to Remember 
We forget to remember to turn out the light. 
Saving electricity, shutting the door tight. 

We forget to remember there’s a place at the dump 
To recycle good things, not just our old junk! 

We forget to remember to box up odd treasures 
For Church yard sale and Treasure Shop – joy beyond measure. 

We forget to remember – but maybe we don’t. 
Maybe, just maybe, this is all a joke. 

Because WE are GOOD stewards of all of God’s graces. 
We just need to put things in all the right places  

 

Carol Lundgren 

OUR ZIMBABWE TRAVELERS 

 
Our Z-team travelers, Connie Littlefield, Maggie Mason and 
Ann Bilodeau made it safely to Zimbabwe.   

 
Here’s a quote from Owen Dhliwayo on the Waterfalls Church 
Facebook page:  “WaterfallsChurch had a unique Sunday Ser-
vice being led by Connie Littlefield, Maggie Mason and Ann 
Bilodeau. Their message resonated well with our hopes and 
aspirations as a Church. Connie Littlefield delivered a sermon 
configures around the theme of Special but specific gifts. God 
directs towards the mission that will certainly edify the people 
and Glorify Him. The occassion was honored by the presence 
of Rev Matuvhunye na mai together with Wisdom Matuvhunye. 
It was a momentous occassion being showered with blessings 
upon blessings.” 

Connie, Maggie, and Ann giving a message to the children at 
the  church service at the UCCZ Waterfalls Church. (Photo 
compliments of Facebook  Visit the UCCZ Waterfalls Church 
Facebook page to see more photos and comments! 

SECO�D A��UAL MI�ISTRY FAIR 
 
On July 22 the worship service was devoted to our Second An-
nual Ministry Fair. The primary scripture lesson was 1 Corin-
thians 12:1, 4-13.  We celebrated the many gifts and contribu-
tions of all those who participated in the past year. Time was 
devoted to reviewing the many ministries of our congrega-
tion.  People moved around the periphery of the sanctuary and 
read the variety of choices, which were posted on colorful post-
ers.   Worship attendees were given cards to list the specific 
ministries they chose to serve within the church.   
 
Forty-nine people responded! We rejoice in this response!  The 
Calling & Discernment Team will communicate with everyone 
who submitted a 2012 Ministry Fair Card.  If you have not 
completed a card, they are available on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary. We are available and eager to answer your ques-
tions.     
 
 Calling & Discernment Team:  Mary James, Donna Ackerman, 
 
 George Ackerman, & Jan Fairchild  
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   1 
Treasure 

Shop Open 

9 to noon 

2 
Scrabble 10 a.m. 

Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

3 4 
 

Treasure Shop 

 Open 

9 to noon 

5 
Worship with 

 Holy Communion 

 

Church School 

10 a.m. 

 

6 7 8 
Calling & Discern-

ment—10 a.m. 

Treasure Shop  

9 to noon 

9 
Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

10 11 
Village Fair 

9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Treasure Shop 

Open 

9 to noon 

12 
Worship and 

Church  

School 

10 a.m. 

Pot Luck and  

Film  Showing 

See P. 6 

13 14 15 
Treasure Shop 

Open —9 to 12 

Personnel 

Team—10 am. 

Steeple Views 

Deadline 

16 
 

Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

17 18 
 

Treasure Shop  

Open 

9 to noon 

19 
Worship and 

Church  

School 

10 a.m. 

20 21 
 

Scrabble  

10 a.m. 

Centering  

Prayer 

4 p.m. 

22 
Treasure 

Shop Open 

9 to noon 

23 
Prayer 

Shawl 

Ministry  

10 a.m. 

 

Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

24 25 
Treasure Shop  

Open 

9 to noon 

 

All Church 

Yard Sale 

26 
Worship and 

Church  School 

10 a.m.  

Coffee Hour 

SLFF meeting 

Stars, Songs, Sto-

ries—3 p.m. 

Opera House 

27 28 29 
Treasure 

Shop Open 

9 to noon 

30 
Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

31  

August 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Vacation Bible School—July 30 to August 3 

“Songs and Stories of �ew England Music Camp” 
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      1 

2 
Worship with 

 Holy Communion 

and 

Church School 

10 a.m. 

 

3 
Labor 

Day 

4 5 6 

Scrabble 10 a.m. 

Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

String Band 

Beg.—6 p.m. 

Mixed—7.p.m. 

7 8 

9 
Worship and 

Church  

School 

10 a.m. 

10 11 12 13 
Parish Helpers– 1  

Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

String Band 

Beg.—6 p.m. 

Mixed—7 p.m. 

14 15 

16 
Worship and 

Church  

School 

10 a.m. 

17 18 
 

Scrabble  

10 a.m. 

19 20 
Weight  

Watchers—5:30 

String Band 

Beg.—6 p.m. 

Mixed—7.p.m. 

21 22 
First Day 

 of  

Autumn 

23 
Worship and 

Church  

School 

10 a.m. 

24 25 26 27 
Prayer Shawl—10 

Weight Watchers—

5:30 

String Band Beg.—

6 p.m. 

Mixed—7.p.m. 

28 29 

30 
Worship and 

Church  

School 

10 a.m. 

      

September 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Bible Study will resume in September  
On Tuesdays at Noon.  Date to be announced. 
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PARISH HELPERS RAFFLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets are for sale for the Parish Helpers Annual Raffle.  This is one 
of the Parish  Helpers’ major fundraisers for the year.  Be sure to get 
your chance to win one of 3 hand-crafted items:  

• mink teddy bear made by Edna Wilson 

• braided rug by Catherine Britton 

• painted ironing board by Arlene Leyare 
Tickets are available at the Treasure Shop, at coffee hours, or 
from any Parish Helper until the drawing at the Parish Helpers 
Fair this summer.  

 

FILM SHOWI�G:  THY WILL BE DO�E 
  
On Sunday, August 12th, we will enjoy a potluck lunch (instead 
of coffee hour) after church, followed by the showing of an 
award winning film called Thy Will Be Done.  This excellent 
film by Alice Dungan Bouvrie tells the story of Sara Herwig, a 
candidate for ordination in the Presbyterian tradition who is a 
transsexual woman.  The movie documents Sara's journey as a 
transsexual person through her candidacy process and her ex-
perience with her family. Our able discussion leaders will be 
Zythyra Austen and Beverly Woods.  
 
 Please join us for the viewing of this compelling film and the 
discussion that will follow.  Let Mary know if you plan to at-

tend, and plan to bring a potluck offering to share. 
Rev. Mary 

CHURCH ME�’S ALLIA�CE 
 
The Church Men’s Alliance is still meeting each month on the 
third Sunday morning at 8:30 to 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  
Although very few attend these meetings, we are still hopeful 
that we can encourage those who have not yet been in atten-
dance to realize how important they are for the success of this 
men’s endeavor. 
  
We urge everyone to remember the date, (August 19) the time 
and place to make your voice and ideas heard as to what the 
future of our service and association with the church should be. 
 We like to thank those who have been so faithful in being there 
each and every time. Discussion on various subjects that you 
have initiated has been fruitful and interesting.  God bless you 
all.       

Paul Carlson 

VOTE TO APPROVE A CAPITAL CAMPAIG� 
 

Sunday July 22, there was a Congregational Meeting after wor-
ship to decide whether to conduct a Capital Campaign.  If ap-
proved, the Campaign would be conducted between August and 
October of this year and have a goal of raising $300,000 to be 
donated over a period of 3 years. 
 
After a quorum was certified by the Clerk, Patty Golden, the 
Congregational Meeting was moderated by Titia Bozuwa, Di-
aconate Coordinator (Moderator, George Ackerman was ab-
sent).  Bill and Susie Goodwin, members of the Capital Cam-
paign Team, presented a “Case for Support” for the Campaign 
detailing the reasons for conducting it.  They also gave an over-
view of  the 3 Components that make up the proposed Cam-
paign: “Inreach”, which addresses the immediate care of our 
beautiful church; Outreach, which supports our current mis-
sions; and Endowment and Legacy, which provides a mainte-
nance reserve for future building repairs and an endowment that 
will augment and expand mission. 
 
Margie Galabrun and Dave Schweitzer made personal state-
ments about the reasons they are supporting a Capital Cam-
paign. “This is an historic day in the life of our church,” said 
Dave. “We have the opportunity to secure our building and to 
ensure that it will be here for future generations.  Like those 
brave members in 1957 who risked their lives during the church 
fire to save the stained glass windows and more, and then went 
on to rebuild the church that we treasure today, we find our-
selves poised to create a legacy for our children and grandchil-
dren.”   
 
After discussion, during which all questions were answered, the 
vote was called.  Private, paper ballots were used to ensure that 
each member voted their heart and did not feel pressured by the 
votes of those around them. 
 
The results, tabulated by Church Clerk, Patty Golden, were:  55 
YES, 2 NO, and 1 ABSTENTION.  
 
The next step will be expanding the Capital Campaign Team to 
include folks who feel called to advance this important effort.  
Campaign Consultant Tim Scott will train this Team in best 
practices for a successful Campaign.  The canvassing they do 
will include visits to the homes of all members.  Because talk-
ing about money is often uncomfortable, the theme of these 
visits will be  “Give whatever will make your heart happy in the 
service of the Lord.”  Canvassing will also include those who 
have a history with and an affinity for our church, as well as 
businesses and community-centered organizations who rely on it. 
 
This is an exciting, transformational, and even historic moment 
for our church.  We thank God for guiding our congregation in 
making this decisive choice.   

 

The Capital Campaign Team 

Titia Bozuwa, Carol Lundgren 
Bill and Susie Goodwin 

Ed and Florence Morrison 
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Our global neighbors in places in which there is great strife 
Our servicemen and women 

Our friends in Rufumiso, Zimbabwe  
Residents of the Nursing Homes and Retirement  

Communities in our area  

AUGUST A��IVERSARIES 
 

FELLOWSHIP OF CO�CER� 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

CELEBRATIO�S! 

 
 
www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalChurchofWakefieldUCC 

Answer to Riddle:  They are all items that have been donated 
to the church to be sold on-line to supplement our budget, and 
to further our church’s mission. 
 
You, too, can be a part of this fun and important fund-raising 
effort.  Do you have any items that you would like to contribute 
that could be sold in this manner?  Variety is the spice of life, 
so don’t hesitate to offer those rare finds, those attic treasures.  
For further information, feel free to contact Donna Ackerman, 
Margie Galabrun or David Schweitzer.  We would love to hear 
from you! 

Margie 

Connie B. 
Paul T. 
Dot R. 

Maxine C. 
Red C. 

George H. 

Jo W.   
Julia W. 
Tom T. 

George B. 
Art W. 

Mary M. 

  2 Phillip Twombley   
  4 Chris James 
  5 Douglas Ball 
  6  Shane Caplette  
  8  Rebecca  Ellis 
  9  Harriet Wilson     
10 Judy Levis 
11 Cassandra Ball   
14 Dan James 
14 Matt Mooers 

15 Amanda Crew 
17 Nancy Jacobson 
19 Stephanie Ballard 
23 George Blomster 
23 Matthew Boggs 
24 Jo Williamson 
24 Dick Wilson 
28 Debbie Caplette  Soucy 
29 Anastasia St Pierre 

  1 Donald & Janie Silcocks  
10  Greg & Terry Crowell 
15 Steve Michalsky & Pat Golden 
20 David & Sharon Tinkham  
21 George & Jo Szirbik 
22 Royal & Carole Doughty 

ALL CHURCH YARD SALE — AUGUST 25 

  
 Once again, it’s time to clear out those no longer needed gems 
hiding in your attic, your storage closets, your basement or your 
garage! We are looking for donations of new or high quality 
used items for our church’s annual yard sale.  
  
We don’t have storage at the church so donations may be 
dropped off on Friday, August 24th.   If you know the value of 
the item, or would prefer a set price for your donated goods, 
please make that known.  We all want fair market value for 
those special items, particularly any item qualifying as an an-
tique.  (If you have a really, really nice item that should fetch 
higher than yard sale prices, please see Margie Galabrun and 
Dave Schweitzer.  They are forming a Craig's List Team to sell 
items closer to actual value with proceeds benefiting the general 
budget!) 
  
If you need to make arrangements to have us collect your dona-
tions, please contact Ann Bilodeau (522-8963), Cathy Koukal 
(522-8489) or Connie Littlefield (340-2116). 
. 
We are also looking for donations of muffins, scones, coffee 
cake or other sweet treats to sell with coffee and tea in the 
morning hours.  We hope to have the guys grilling up some-
thing delicious for lunch too.  If you can assist with pricing, 
working the yard sale, or helping with the food table, we want 
to hear from you!   All proceeds will benefit the church’s gen-
eral fund and this will be our largest fundraiser of the 
year.  Help spread the word to help the yard sale a big success!                       

 

Connie Littlefield 

 

ABOUT THE PRAYER LIST 
  
We know that the power of prayer is great, and if you'd 
like to place a name on the prayer list, please feel free to 
contact the Steeple Views editor at stee-
pleviews@gmail.com with the person's name.  Unless you 
are placing your own name on the list, however, please 
seek the permission of the individual first, as an act of 
courtesy.   Be sure to notify the editor when it is time to 
remove the name.   Let us all keep our prayers going! 
  
For now, we are using only the first name and the first 
letter of the last name of individuals to protect their pri-
vacy, since this newsletter is also posted on the worldwide 
web.  
  
Thanks to all for making our church such a prayerful com-
munity! 



 
 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2718 WAKEFIELD ROAD, PO BOX 809 
SANBORNVILLE, NH 03872 
    

 

AUGUST LECTIONARY 

August 5—10th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Ephesians 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35  

August 12—11th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
Psalm 130 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51  

August 19—12th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
Psalm 111 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58  

August 26—13th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43 
Psalm 84 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69  

VILLAGE FAIR 

AUGUST 11 

 

ALL-CHURCH YARD SALE 

AUGUST 25 


