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NEW WINESKINS! 
 
“A vibrant future for mainline Christianity depends, to a significant degree, on starting new ministries.” 
 
This summarizes the findings of the biggest study of church planting activities in the major mainline churches of the 
U.S. and Canada—a two-year study of 260 ministries. While our church is not a “new church plant,” it is seeking to 
grow and remain vibrant as the Body of Christ in Wakefield. The results of the study are surprising, and challenge us 
to innovate.   Here are some of the findings, published in a brochure called “New Ministries in the Mainline: What’s 
Happening and What’s Growing.”( More information is online at progressiverenewal.org/new-congregational-
development-age-narrowcasting-highlights . The information below is quoted from this information.) 
 

1. Expect the Unexpected: Most factors that forecasted new growth in the past no longer do so, do so only 
weakly, or do so only among more traditional congregations. 

2. Give It Time: Expectation of viability in one, three or even five years may be unrealistic and may create 
unfairly negative assessments of new ministries. 

3. Focus on Vision:  Avoid premature launching of new ministries, even in the face of pressure. Time is 
needed to develop ministries and grow leadership teams. This time requires budgetary and planning sup-
port. Effective vision requires clarity. 

4. Tell the Story: Communication counts, in every possible form. Use of social media is important in 
reaching young adults and the unchurched. Public relations experience and effort lead to success. The 
telephone is less and less helpful for connecting with new members. 

5. Get Out:  Outreach and vision are essential to vitality and growth. Reaching out is a priority. 
6. Give New Leaders a Chance: New ministries call for a variety of approaches for preparing new lead-

ers. 
7. Worship Matters: Time spent on worship relates strongly to growth among traditional churches. 
8. Partners Needed:  New financial sources (grants, partner churches) are of benefit. 

 
I encourage everyone to look at the full text of this nuanced and sometimes counter-intuitive research report. On July 
19th, after worship, our leadership will delve into this report and other current topics to pray about and discuss ways 
our congregation can engage the information in a robust effort at church growth. All are welcome and encouraged to 
take part! 
 
With God’s grace, we have great adventures ahead of learning, praise, and service! 
Blessings and peace,   Mary 

One puts new wine into fresh wineskins.  (Mark 2: 22e) 
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www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalChurchofWakefieldUCC 

For more information on articles you read in the Steeple 
Views,  contact the editor at  steepleviews@gmail.com 
or call the church office at 603-522-3189. 

MUSIC CAMP JULY 20TH – JULY 24TH 
 
Great news!  We’re offering a music camp this summer 
on the mornings of July 20th – July 24th.  This is so pre-
liminary that we haven’t even decided on a name for the 
camp yet.  We’re moving ahead all the same.  We’re plan-
ning much fun with the children including singing, danc-
ing, playing boomwhackers, possibly chimes, and has 
anyone ever heard of a vegetable instrument?  There will 
be more information forthcoming, but for now just save 
the dates. 

Margie Galabrun 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
OPERATING BUDGET (NON-RESTRICTED):   

JULY 1, 2014 – MAY 31, 2015 
 

Income:  $132,282.39 
Expenditures:      $134,879.89 
Net Income (Loss)        $   (2,597.50) 

 
Restricted Funds balance as of May 31, 2015: 
$2,607.12 
 
As of the end of May, expenses paid continued to outpace 
income received for this fiscal year. However, as of this 
writing, the unexpended funds remaining from previous 
years have allowed us to cover the shortfall.  Soon we 
will know the actual year-end results. 
 
The July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 Treasurer’s annual re-
port will be out as soon as possible.  It will be distributed 
by email, posted in the narthex and limited copies will be 
available at church. 
 
If you attended Annual Meeting on June 14th, you are al-
ready aware of the changes to the treasury team for the 
2015-2016 year.   Shannon Johnson and I will be co-
treasurers and Pam Frazier is moving back into the Assis-
tant Treasurer position.  Grateful thanks to co-treasurers, 
Judy Trepal and Donna Ackerman and Assistant Treas-
urer, Shannon Johnson, for fulfilling these vital church 
roles during the past year.    
 
Shannon and  I look forward to working together and 
keeping you informed  throughout the new fiscal year. 

 
Janice Brejwo, Co-Treasurer                                                                                                     

fccwtreasurer@gmail.com 

 
WANT TO BE HAPPY? 

TALK TO MARGIE GALABRUN 

ARE YOU THE PERSON  
WE ARE LOOKING FOR? 

 
The members of the Calling & Discernment Team seek a 
person willing to coordinate that ministry.  It’s fun to 
know what’s happening in our church and to be involved 
at this level.  Does this sound like the right fit to you?  
 
Wanted: A co-director for the Ministry of Christian Educa-
tion.  Put your crash helmet on – it’s going to be full speed 
ahead.  
 
Wanted:  People to organize and work a mini clothing 
thrift shop on Wednesday mornings.  Church fund-raising 
project! 
 
Wanted:  People to help with the Sound System on a Sun-
day morning.   
 
To volunteer or for more information, please call the 
church office at 522-3189. 

OFFICERS AND MINISTRY COORDINATORS  
YEAR JULY 1, 2015 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 

 
Officers:  
  Moderator, George Ackerman.      
  Clerk, Jason Johnson.    
  Co-Treasurers,  Janice Brejwo & Shannon Johnson. 
  Assistant Treasurer, Pam Frazier. 
Coordinators: 
Christian Education -  Margie Galabrun 
Christian Outreach & Wider Church - Donna Ackerman 
Music & Theatrical Arts - Barry Lockard 
Calling & Discernment -  No Coordinator 
Finance - Frank Frazier, Rich Zacher, Skip Theiling (Co-
Coordinators) 
Communication - Carol Jeffery 
Parish Helpers - Ginny Schweitzer, President 
Deacons -  Titia Bozuwa, Jo Szirbik  (Co-Coordinators) 
Archives & History - Patricia Golden 
Personnel - David Schweitzer 
Visual & Decorative Arts - Deborah Smiley 
Stewardship - Chris Feddern 
Building and Grounds -  Dalton Ostrye 
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CONGREGATIONAL DEMOCRATIC ROOTS 
 
What role did the New England Congregational Church 
have in the formation of our country?  When I read our 
new bylaws which declared “the government of this 
church is vested in its Membership and recognizes no 
head but Christ” and attended our annual meeting which 
manifested the democratic process in action, I thought 
about the formation of our church.  English Pilgrims and 
Puritans left king and country to follow their own con-
sciences and govern their own lives and founded what 
became the Congregational Church.  They had many 
years of experience running their colonies, towns and 
churches and were prepared handle the revolutionary de-
mocratic nation they had helped to create.  As you enjoy 
your 4th of July, consider how thankful we should be to 
God and our founding church fathers and mothers for all 
our blessed freedoms.  

Linda Petkunas/Archives Ministry 

IT’S FINALLY HERE!  ROBIN RUSSELL’S LONG 
AWAITED BOOK, THOSE ROYS ON PLANET EARTH.   

 
Many of you will remember our former min-
isters, Jennifer and Rick Russell, and their 
wonderfully unique and precocious children.  
Robin, the eldest, has written a new chil-
dren’s book in which some might find paral-
lels to the Russell family named here as 
Those Roys on Planet Earth.  Look for it in 
the church library. 

Margie Galabrun 

SUMMER HAPPENINGS  
FOR THE PARISH HELPERS 

 
Our busy summer is underway! The Parish Helpers Picnic 
will be held on July 9 at noon at Carol Lundgren’s home 
at 94 Grenier Road, Wakefield – 522-8235. You can get 
there from Pine River Pond Road, to Lord Road, right at 
fork to Grenier Road. It’s on the right—a brown house, 
white shutters, red roof.  

Please plan on bringing a pot luck dish (we love salads in 
the summer!) and a chair if you are able.  The hostesses 
will provide beverages and desserts.  

The Treasure Shop is open and we are in need of volun-
teers to help out! Please speak with Carole Doughty or 
Rachel White or stop in the Treasure Shop and sign up.  

Also, keep in mind that the Village Fair will be held on 
Saturday, August 8. We’ll be looking for pie and cookie 
bakers, craft makers, and helping hands at the Fair. For 
more information, please contact Carol Jeffery or Ginny 
Schweitzer. 

PARISH HELPERS RAFFLE 
 
The Quilt Raffle for 2015 is underway.  This year’s quilt 
is called “Blue Rhapsody” and is a full/queen (75”X 94”) 
quilt.  The quilt was pieced by a friend of the Parish Help-
ers and donated for our raffle.  A group of PH quilters 
backed it and it was custom quilted by Saima Davis of the 
Attic Cat in Effingham. 
 
Tickets will be on sale at the Treasure Shop this summer 
and until the November Fair from any Parish Helper.  
Only $1 each or 6 for $5.   

HORTON CENTER ADULT CAMP 
 

August 12 to 15 —This is a four-day camp for adults that 
can be attended for the whole time period or for one or 
two nights. All programming offered is optional, allowing 
campers to truly Lighten Up and Loosen up! The morn-
ings will offer workshops, provided primarily by the 
Deans. These workshops will focus on integrating creativ-
ity into our spiritual life using several different mediums. 
Afternoons will have options for activity with the excel-
lent staff at Horton Center who can take campers hiking, 
caving, rock climbing, swimming, practicing archery or 
even get a rousing game of croquet going on the lawn. 
More importantly, campers can do as much or as little as 
each one wishes! Meaningful worship is offered and 
meals are healthy, delicious, and prepared for you! If you 
are a musician, bring an instrument to play. If you want 
time away to work on a craft, bring your crafting supplies. 
If all you really like to do to unwind is read books, then 
there is plenty of space for you to do just that! 
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HANDBELL RINGING CLINIC 
 
Have you ever thought about being a part of our dy-
namic music ministry by joining the handbell choir? 
If you would like to give handbell ringing a try, 
please join us on Sunday, August 23 at 6:00 pm for a 
fun and friendly training session. If you have basic 
music reading skills, we can teach you the techniques 
of ringing. The handbell choir is always in need of 
substitute ringers. Our handbell choir members will 
be available to offer one on one instruction. Please 
speak to Jan Stanley if you are interested. 
 

Jan Stanley 

WELCOME! 
 
As we welcome the ‘new year’, a standing invitation is in 
place to you!  Your participation is welcomed to the 
meaningful ministry of Stewardship which involves in-
sightful conversation & anticipatory planning.  There are 
many aspects to Stewardship and so many ways to help.  
In addition to helping conduct the Intentional Giving 
campaign, Stewardship also works to promote and ex-
plore green and energy efficient efforts for church and 
environment and encourages giving & participation of all 
sorts. 
 
An initial meeting of Stewardship is tentatively planned 
for July 12 following Church service—stay tuned to 
News from the Pews!  Please contact Chris Feddern at 
973-6178 or cfeddern@myfairpoint.net if you have any 
questions as you may consider the joys of this Ministry. 
 

Chris Feddern, Stewardship 

THANK YOU! 
 
We wish to extend grateful thanks for your pledges of 
Intentional Giving for this upcoming year.  As of this 
writing 60 pledges have been received in the amount of 
$110,100!  We know this is representative of your very 
thoughtful & prayerful considerations as you embrace the 
Church and all she represents.   
 
Your generosity and commitments will enable FCCW to 
continue and to move forward with our Ministries and 
attests once again that with God all things are possible! 
 

With Blessings & Love, 
Chris Feddern & Carol Lundgren, Stewardship 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
Three new members were installed on June 7, 2015:  
Bob Foulks, Denine Foulks, and Julie Kessler.  Welcome 
to these three wonderful people. We are happy and lucky 
to have you in our midst. 
 
Bob Foulks.   In a pleasant 
chat with Bob, he told me he 
was born in Detroit, suc-
ceeded in getting his Ph.D. 
in clinical psychology and 
served in that capacity in the 
US Air Force. 
 
He traveled all over Japan 
and Europe until he retired 
from the Air Force in 1999. After that, he worked in La-
conia, NH. His “second retirement” came in 2007.  After 
final retirement, he and his wife Denine divided time be-
tween South Carolina and the camp they own on one of 
our lakes. 
 
Tired of moving between homes, north and south, they 
bought a permanent house in downtown Sanbornville. 
Bob has been singing in a choir most of his life and is 
doing so again as part of our church choir. 
 
His wife Denine was unavailable for an interview, be-
cause she is visiting with family in Texas right now. I will 
set her down to ask questions after she comes back! 

Julie Kessler was born in 
Buffalo, but lived twenty-
eight years in the Boston 
area.  She worked in the 
computer business, where 
she met her husband, who is 
from England and is a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church. 
 
Julie belonged to the Congregational Church -UCC in 
Medfield, MA,  so it was logical to set foot in our church 
after she retired and moved here two years ago. She de-
cided to transfer her membership after she experienced 
“such warmth and love” in our church, besides which she 
fell in love with Rev. Mary’s preaching. 
 
Julie attends Bible Study on Tuesdays and her faith and 
intelligence shine through her probing questions. I have 
enjoyed her presence there. 

Titia Bozuwa 
Co-Chair Diaconate 
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NOTES FROM CONNIE IN ZIMBABWE 
 
Getting a car fixed is quite an adventure.  I have had three 
tire punctures (same tire) but folks here are excellent 
about repairing instead of replacing anything.  The nearest 
good guy is just down the road about 2 km.  He will take 
off the tire, remove the rim, find the puncture, plug it, 
replace the newly inflated tire and charge me $3.00 for 45 
minutes of labor.  I needed the brake pads replaced and 
Levy Mutsumbei did the job.  They were surprised that I 
wanted new brake pads instead of “filling” the old ones.  
Levy got the pads for $25.00 and changed the brakes for 
me because he didn’t want a mechanic charging me 
$10.00 to do it.  $10.00…. what would the mechanics in 
the US charge?  Levy was quite pleased when I gave him 
$5.00 as a token of appreciation.  Last of the big spenders, 
right?  I let the little boys from the home wash my car and 
help me “degrease” the engine.  Big mistake.  Boys love 
engines and these boys became very enthusiastic with 
cleaning it….so much so that my sparkplugs were swim-
ming in water.  But I didn’t know that, I just knew my car 
wouldn’t start.  Mr. Mahleko, the mechanic that everyone 
said was so good, lived in Dimire, an area without cell 
phone reception.  No problem.  Someone would just go to 
Chako – 2 km away – and find him at his repair shop.  
But he wasn’t there so they left a message at one of the 
other local shops near his that Connie needed him to 
come fix her car.  That wasn’t quite good enough for one 
worried neighbor, so he sent someone to Dimire to see if 
they could find him.  Although I had never met Mr. 
Mahleko, he was quite an extravert and I felt I had a new 
BFF.  He came as a neighbor was drying out my spark-
plugs but he did fix the clamps that hold my battery in 
place and wished me well without charging a penny.  
Everyone helps everyone else out.  It is a way of life here. 
 
The CYF (Christian Youth Fellowship) overnight revival 
was also an adventure.  It went from 6:00 p.m. on Satur-
day night to 6:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.  I thought I 
would just spend an hour or so to support the kids from 
the Daisy Dube Children’s Home who were attending.  
There was an electric guitar that sounded a bit too loud 
and definitely wasn’t playing in the same key as the kids 
were singing.  (I could just feel Cindy E. wincing.)  
Someone would launch into a song and everyone was up 
dancing.  I think part of it was that it was so blooming 
cold that night people had to dance to keep warm.  Most 
had winter jackets, hats, and scarves and some danced 
with the blankets they had brought wrapped around them.  
The older teens ran the program with spiritual lessons 
interspersed with all the music and dancing.  Rev. 
Mutsumbei was the first guest preacher and he was sched-
uled to speak at 9:00 p.m.  He actually didn’t start until 
11:30 p.m. and ended about 12:30 p.m.  Yikes!  All of the  

DDCH kids had a great time and they, unlike me, stayed 
for the whole thing. 
 
Shoes deserve a bit of commentary.  Like the tires, shoes 
are repaired not necessarily replaced.  I have seen some 
shoes that would/should have definitely made the rubbish 
bin but once in the hands of these shoe repair miracle 
workers, they look fantastic.  I truly don’t know how they 
do it but with a stitch here, some glue there, and some 
added leather and shoe polish they make magic happen.  
The fee?  $2.00 or $3.00, depending upon the amount of 
damage.  One entrepreneur was apparently overcharging 
me the first go round when he wanted me to pay what I 
thought was the ridiculously low price of $3.00 per pair.  
Everyone else thought I should pay only $2.00 so I went 
in trying to look stern and indicated that if he was over-
charging me because I was white, I would need to take 
my business elsewhere in the future.  Sure enough, he 
knocked the price back to $2.00.  And people wash their 
shoes…. Kids, adults, everyone.  It has to do with the 
“dust roads”…  I can’t even describe what some of these 
roads are like… so everything is a reddish color from the 
soil.  When people do laundry, they wash their shoes and 
line them up outside to dry.  If the shoes are dusty, you 
can imagine what everything else looks like, including the 
car.  My car is always covered in dust and, of course, the 
kids have taken to writing “Please wash me!” each and 
every day.  They also sign their names on my car so my 
car is fully autographed most of the time.  I figure, why 
wash it?  As soon as I go down the road I live on, it is 
going to look exactly as it had earlier.  But, the kids and 
everyone else feel it is a bit embarrassing when the vehi-
cle Connie is driving isn’t “looking smart.” 
 
I hope everyone is remembering to save needed items for 
the September shipping container.  I will be back in Au-
gust to continue the packing! 

Love to all, Connie Littlefield 

ZIMBABWE TEAM FUNDRAISING EFFORT 
 
The Zimbabwe Team is raising funds for a passenger van 
for the Daisy Dube Children's Home. They have abso-
lutely no transport to go to church events, to get support 
services, to take the kids for a soccer game, for a family 
visit, etc. Can you assist? The goal is $6,000 for a handy 
dandy used vehicle!!  Donations can be made out to 
F C C W  w i t h 
“Zimbabwe Van” in 
the memo line. 

Photo: The boys are walk-
ing several kilometers to get 
to a soccer match. 
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Dot R. 
Tom and Bar-
bara T. 
George B. 
Art W. 
Mackenzie M. 
Beth M. 

Marcia 
Marsha A. 
Jan F. 
Donald L. 
George J. 
Ginny S. 
 

AND FOR: 
Our global neighbors in places where there is  

great strife. 
Our servicemen and women 

Our friends in Rufumiso, Zimbabwe  
Residents of the Nursing Homes and Retirement  

Communities in our area  
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
We ask your continued prayers and support for 

those members of our church and wider  
community who are ill, or who suffer in mind, 

body, or spirit, and for their families 

4 Buddy & Nancy Dee 
15 Curt & MaryBeth Cook  (1993) 
17 David & Ginny Schweitzer (1965) 
24 Jean-Michel & Margie Galabrun 

1 Chrissie Levesque 
1 Tim Lloyd 
1 Betty Seibert 
2 Marjorie Berg 
3 Tammy Canney 
4     Brenna Hagy 
5 Royal  Doughty 
7 Robert Baldwin 
8 Lee Robinson 
9 Keaghan Canney 
10 Linda Shepard 
13 Titia Bozuwa 
14 Michelle Crew 
16 Kathy Frothingham 
16  Roy Olson 

17 Rick Denver 
20 Andrea Szirbik 
22 Linda Foss 
22 Patricia Golden 
23 Linda Petkunas 
24 JohnPaul Eaton 
24   Chip Hagy 
24 Dick Nelson 
24 Stephen Royle 
25 Sandy Burr 
26 Faith Harvey 
26 Janet Twombley 
28 Sue Littlefield 
28 Lynn Weeks 
30 Jan Fairchild 

OBITUARY 
 
Curtis Carr, formally of East Wakefield and member of 
FCCW, died peacefully on Sunday, June 7.  We extend 
our condolences to Janet Carr, his wife of 58 years, and to 
their family.  A service was held for Curt in Stowe, Mas-
sachusetts on June 19.   

THANK YOU 
 
Thank you SO VERY MUCH for prayers and thoughts as 
I continue chemo for ovarian  cancer.  Right now I am 
pleased to report a clean CT scan in early June.  So they 
say I am in "partial remission ".  Praise the Lord!!  More 
rounds of chemo this summer will continue to help, I 
hope and pray.  I a appreciate your continuing sup-
port!!!  God bless you all. 

Most sincerely,  Sue Lynn 

YOUNG ADULTL DELAGATION TO ZIMBABWE 
 
It is a great joy to announce that six young adults will par-
ticipate in the August 2015 Young Adult Delegation to 
Zimbabwe.  FCCW’s Max Gehring is among the young 
adults who will represent the New Hampshire Conference 
at the Christian Youth Fellowship Annual General Meet-
ing in Zimbabwe. Rev. Michele Bagby Allan, and Rev. 
and Mrs. David and Lindy Keller will accompany the 
delegation.  
 
A depth of gratitude is extended to the New Hampshire 
Conference and her churches for scholarships that have 
been extended to the young adult travelers through the 
Strengthen the Church Youth Grant. 

Carol Kachoris, longtime resident of Sanbornville and 
member FCCW passed away on May 27.  A memorial 
service for her was held at our church on June 6.  Our 
condolences to her family and friends.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Treasure 

Shop Open 
9 a.m.—12 noon 

 
 

Scrabble 
10 a.m. 

 

2 3 4 
 
 
 

Treasure 
Shop Open 

9 a.m.—12 noon 

5 
 

Worship and  
Holy Communion 

 
10 a.m. 

 
 

6 
 

Choir 
Practice 
6  p.m. 

7 8 
 

Treasure 
Shop Open 

9 a.m.—12 noon 
 

Pairs and 
Spares  
6 p.m. 

9 
 

Parish Helpers 
Picnic 

12 Noon 
 

 

10 11 
 

Treasure 
Shop 
Open 

 
9 a.m.—12 noon 

12 
 

Family Worship  
10 a.m. 

 
Coffee Hour 

 
Stewardship 

Meeting 
 

13 
 

Choir 
Practice 
6  p.m. 

14 
 

Bible Study 
12 noon 

 
Centering 

Prayer 
4 p.m. 

15 
 

Treasure 
Shop Open 

9 a.m.—12 noon 
 

Diaconate 
Meeting 
3 p.m. 

 

16 
 

Community 
String Band 

7 p.m. 

17 18 
 

Treasure 
Shop Open 

9 a.m.—12 noon 

19 
 

Worship and 
Church School 

10 a.m. 
 

Team  Synergy 
Meeting 

20 
 

Choir 
Practice 
6  p.m. 

21 
 

Scrabble 
10 a.m. 

 
Bible Study 

12 noon 

 

22 
 

Treasure 
Shop Open 

9 a.m.—12 noon 

23 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry  
10 a.m. 

 
Community 
String Band 

7 p.m. 

24 25 
 

Treasure 
Shop Open 

9 a.m.—12 noon 

26 
 

Worship and 
Church School 

10 a.m. 
 

Coffee Hour 

27 
 

Choir 
Practice 
6  p.m. 

28 
Bible Study 

12 noon 
 

Centering 
Prayer 
4 p.m. 

 

29 
Treasure 

Shop Open 
9 a.m.—12 noon 

 
Calling and 

Discernment 
Meeting 
5 p.m. 

30 
Community 
String Band 

7 p.m. 

31  

JULY 2015 

The Treasure Shop is now open!   The shop 
will be open on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 9 am until noon through Labor Day.   



 
 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2718 WAKEFIELD ROAD, PO BOX 809 
SANBORNVILLE, NH 03872 
    

 

  
COMING IN AUGUST: 

 
 

AUGUST 8—PARISH HELPERS VILLAGE FAIR 
 

AUGUST 16—LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MTG. 
 

 

 


