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ALL THINGS NEW 
 
“See, I am making all things new….these words are trustworthy and true.”  (Revelation 21:5) 
 
Let us begin the new calendar year trusting these hopeful words! 
 
The Book of Revelation is a colorfully (to say the least) and urgently (ditto) metaphorical expression of the 
desire and expectation of an oppressed and persecuted people for God’s transformative action to bring down 
the oppressor and lift up the lowly.  It is a contender for the most misunderstood, misused book in the Bible.  
 
Approaching this book with the heart, the mind, and some contextual knowledge, we can read it as a vivid ex-
pression of trust in God’s restorative powers.  It seems a good place from which to draw an inspiring quotation 
to start off the New Year! 
 
And so, despite all the deep sorrows of the world and the great challenges in our lives, let us trust that God can 
provide the vision, courage, strength, and will we need to continue working for a world filled with hope, 
peace, joy and love. 
 
May our hearts be made new. 
 
May our hopes be made new. 
 
May our vision be made new. 
 
May we trust in God’s unpredictable, surprising and ever-fresh ways of bringing love into our lives and into 
our world.  
 
Blessings and peace in the New Year, 
 
Mary 

 
God put a new song in my mouth. 

Psalm 40:3 
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www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalChurchofWakefieldUCC 

For more information on articles you read in the Steeple 
Views,  contact the editor at  steepleviews@gmail.com or 
call the church office at 603-522-3189. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Operating Budget (Non-restricted):  July  1, 2015 – 
Nov 30, 2015 

Income:  $     63,749.97 
Expenditures:      $    (62,460.48) 
Net Income (Loss)      $           1,289.49 

 
Checking Non-Restricted Funds balance as of 
11/30/15: $6,827.86 
Restricted Funds balance as of 11/30/2015: $2,761.38 
 
Happily, we report that income for the fiscal year was 
outpacing expenses as of the end of November. We said it 
last month, but it bears repeating: We have an energetic 
and hard-working church family!  The Christmas Bell 
concert held on December 12th was an uplifting addition 
to the Advent season, as well as another fantastic fund 
raiser. Donations for the benefit of the general fund were 
$1,229! Thank you to Jan Stanley, the bell ringers and all 
others who worked so hard to make it such an enjoyable 
event. The November Harvest Fair has continued bringing 
in additional revenue.  As of Nov 30th the total was 
$3,079.25.  There is still time to pick up a Christmas gift.  
Take a look at the table just outside Fellowship Hall. 
 
There is still time to participate in Alternative Gifting.  
The lovely display in Fellowship Hall provides informa-
tion on the several alternatives which include Food Pan-
try, Heifer, Zimbabwe FOOT program and The Feddern 
Diaconate Discretionary Fund.  So many perfect gifts for 
the person who has everything! 
 
From your treasurers, may this new year be the best ever 
for each of you and our beloved church. 

 
 Janice Brejwo and Shannon Johnson,  

Co-Treasurers 
fccwtreasurer@gmail.com 

ISLAM 101 
 
Our good friends at First Church Congregational, UCC, in 
Rochester are offering a course beginning Thursday, 
January 7th at 6 p.m. called "Islam 101." The course will 
be led by the Revs. Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy and Ellen 
Lankhorst. A light supper will be provided. If you are in-
terested and plan to attend, please email your RSVP to 
firstucc@myfairpoint.net.  All are welcome! 

WAKEFIELD PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
CELEBRATES SIX YEARS 

 
At 10:00 am, Thursday, January 28, the Wakefield Prayer 
Shawl Ministry will meet in the Parish Helpers Room.  
We will share memories and prayer concerns.  There will 
be refreshments.  Please invite guests.  We have been 
gathering monthly to knit and crochet prayer shawls and 
prayer squares.  We have been gifted with yarn and pro-
vide free yarn.  We are happy to teach and assist others 
who are interested in learning how to make these items.  
The shawls are distributed to comfort those experiencing 
illness or the loss of loved ones. Shawls are also given to 
celebrate joyful milestones such as weddings and births.   
Come and celebrate our sixth anniversary!    Read about 
the origins of this ministry and meditate with the rich 
prayer resources at:  shawlministry.com 

Jan Fairchild      

PARISH HELPERS 
 
The Parish Helpers celebrated Christmas with a fabulous 
luncheon at the Wakefield Inn at their December meeting.  
Twenty-seven ladies enjoyed a wonderful meal and a rau-
cous Yankee Swap!  A good time was had by all.   
 
Our next meeting is at the church fellowship hall on Janu-
ary 14, at 1 p.m.  As always, all women of the church and 
community are welcome to attend!  

And on Twitter  - @wakefieldnhucc 

Our church is now able to offer electronic giving. This 
will enable us to accept money via our website and our 
"Donate Now" button from folks near and far. If you 
know of anyone who wishes to contribute to the work of 
this church in our community and the wider world by go-
ing to our website at www.fccwakefieldnh.org and click-
ing on the "Donate Now" button. Please feel free to share 
this information with family and friends that are inter-
ested. Thanks to Frank Frazier for making this possible! 
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LIVING THE CODE 
AN AMERICAN OUTLAW IN THE CARIBBEAN 

 
Our former member (but still constant friend) Bill Good-
win has written a book about his and Susie's sailing ad-
ventures.  It focuses on the life of an extraordinary indi-
vidual they befriended and how he has broadened their 
perspective on human nature, resilience, and loyalty.  
Many of you who got to know  Bill are aware of this 
book, and he has done some readings from it in the Bozu-
was' barn, most recently in August.  The book has now 
been published, and Bill would like to make it available to 
all those interested at an event to be held at the church on 
Saturday afternoon, January 16. 
 
Bill will introduce the book and do some readings from it 
(but not revealing the ending!) in the sanctuary starting at 
2:00 pm.  This will be followed by a reception and re-
freshments in Fellowship Hall, where Bill will sign and 
dedicate copies of his book for those wishing to buy it.  
Hope to see you there! 

REJUVENATION 
 

Are you stressed from holiday travel, entertaining and 
errands?  Consider browsing our Fellowship Hall Li-
brary’s Prayer & Meditation sections.  You’ll find book 
related to the practice of prayer and meditation as well as 
specific prayers and meditations. 
 

Linda Petkunas/Church Librarian 

UCC HISTORY 
 
The United Church of Christ (UCC) 
was formed in 1957 by the merger of 
the Congregational Christian Church 
and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. Both of these denominations 
had themselves came into existence 
through prior mergers:  the Congre-
gational Church and Christian 
Church merged in 1931 to form the Congregational Chris-
tian Church; the (German) Reformed Church and 
(German) Evangelical Synod of North America merged in 
1934 to from the Evangelical and Reformed Church. “ 
Source:  St. Louis County Library (www.slcl.org) 
 

Linda Petkunas 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
 

On behalf of our bell choir we extend our deepest appre-
ciation to the Planning committee and the attendees of our 
concert, Christmas Bells in the Village, held at our be-
loved church on the evening of December 12. We thor-
oughly enjoyed sharing the celebration and joy of the 
Christmas Season. As director, I want to applaud the ring-
ers, Cindy Eggleston and Wesley Huckins for a great per-
formance. From the opening processional to our encore I 
sensed the love and support of the congregation. Our min-
istry and mission is to share the love of God Through our  
music. Mission accomplished!  
 

Jan Stanley, Bell Choir Director. 

STRING BAND UPDATE 
 

Community String Band class will start up on Thursday, 
January 7th at a NEW TIME, 6:30 p.m. There will be one 
session each Thursday night, and all are welcome to come 
to learn to play beautiful traditional tunes. The first 20-30 
minutes of each session will be devoted to beginner level 
songs, and we'll then ease our way into tunes for interme-
diate and advanced players. It truly is great fun.  
 
Fire up that old guitar, fiddle, mandolin, ukulele, accor-
dion, bass, flute...any instrument you love--and there is a 
piano in the room, if that is your instrument---and join us 
in the Parish Helpers Room at 6:30.  Each class is 
$15....an incredible price for so much learning and fun. 
The classes run from 6:30 to 7:45.  

ADDRESS CHANGE 
 
Our church will no longer have a Post Office box, so 
please amend your records to show that all mail coming 
here should be sent to  
 

2718 Wakefield R oad,  
Wakefield, NH 03872. 

CARING FOR THE CARE GIVER – YOU!  

You are invited to participate in this monthly program of 
support for caregivers.  First Monday of the month, begin-
ning January 4, 2016 From 12:30-1:30 p.m. here at First 
Congregational Church of Wakefield. Whether you give 
care to a loved one at home, in a care community or at a 
distance, many stresses come with such an important re-
sponsibility. Come and find ways to improve the quality 
of your life. Guest speakers will present from time to 
time.  Handouts and book lists will be available on the 
topic of self care.   
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Turning Point 230:  
March Gala 

 
A Midwinter’s Celebration of our Community of Faith with  

Friendship, Laughter, Music &  

YOU! 

 
Celebrate 

 
Saturday, March 5 

Your support deserves a hearty & heartfelt  

Thank you! 
 

Please RSVP by Feb. 15  

fccwakefieldnh@gmail.com or call 522-3189 

Potluck dishes appreciated 

Appetizers – Dinner – Dessert 

An introduction to the 2015/16 Stewardship campaign 

Music provided by Susie, Rob & Mary (Susie Goodwin, Rob Nelso, and Rev. Mary James) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 
 
Worship and Holy    
Communion  
 
10 a.m. 
 

 

 

4 
 

Caring for the  
Caregiver Program 
12:30—1:30 p.m. 
 
Choir Practice 
6  p.m. 

5 
 
12 Noon  
Bible Study 
 
 
Centering Prayer  
4 p.m. 

6  
Epiphany 

 
Scrabble 
10 a.m. 
 
4 p.m.  
Diaconate 

 

7 
 
Community 
String Band 
6:30 p.m. 

8 9 

10 
 
Worship  10 a.m. 
 
Coffee Hour 

 
 
 
 

11 
 

Choir Practice 
6  p.m. 

12 
 
12 Noon  
Bible Study 
 

 

13 
 

Pairs and Spares  
6 p.m. 
 
 

14 
 

Parish Helpers 
1 p.m. 
 
Community 
String Band 
6:30 p.m. 

15 16 
 

Bill Goodwin 
Book Event 
2 p.m. 

17 
 
Worship   
10 a.m. 
 
Team Synergy   
11:15 a.m. 

18 
 

Choir Practice 
6  p.m. 

19 
 
Scrabble 10 a.m. 
 
Bible Study 
12 noon 

20 21 
 

Community 
String Band 
6:30  p.m. 

22 23 

24 
 
Worship 10 a.m. 
 
Coffee Hour 
 

 
 

25 
 
 

Choir Practice 
6  p.m. 

26 
 
Bible Study 
12 noon 
 
Centering Prayer 
4 p.m.  

27 28 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
10—11:30 a.m. 
 
 
Community 
String Band 
6:30 p.m. 

29 30 

31 
 
Worship  10 a.m. 
 
 

 

      

January 2016 

Pub Grub and Soul Food will not meet in January. 
We will resume in February!   
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CHRISTMAS IN ZIMBABWE 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I write this after having experienced the Christmas sea-
son, Zim style.  After waiting and waiting for the con-
tainer to arrive as anticipated in early December, we de-
cided to decorate the Children’s Home without the 
“Charlie Brown tree” I had been waiting for.  The kids 
were sooooo excited!  We made paper chains and they 
dragged out a box of really tired but colorful Christmas 
trimmings from years past and mixed it up with the rather 
plain white paper chains until the place sparkled.  It 
cracked me up to see a poster of a Christmas carol, totally 
unknown to the kids, carefully hung on the wall.  They 
have no idea what God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen means 
but they know it has something to do with Christmas so 
up it went. 
 
When I asked the kids what they wanted to eat for Christ-
mas dinner they began shouting suggestions:  chicken, 
rice, potatoes, spaghetti, tea with MILK, bread with 
MARGARINE, tomatoes, onions, cabbage salad (cole 
slaw), popcorn, Mazoe (a sweet drink), biscuits (cookies), 
Zap Snacks (think cheese curls), and cake.  Guess what?  
They got it ALL!  Yup, they ate and ate and ate!  And as 
one of the older boys said, “Connie, dinner was so awe-
some.  Everyone he/she is wearing a happy face. 
 
Another thing that brings a happy face at Christmas are 
balloons and fireworks.  The fireworks are a little tame 
(think of a ramped up sparkler) but God love them, every 
kid was whooping and hollering and wearing his/her 
“happy face.”  Balloons are pretty hysterical too.  The 
kids don’t actually tie them but they twist the ends so they 
can just blow it up again when it loses air.  One kid found 
a string and ran all over the place with his balloon with a 
trail of four or five neighborhood kids chasing after it 
gleefully.  There were no fancy presents (Sheesh, that 
darn delayed container!) but the kids enjoyed putting on 
new (used) clothing and going out and greeting people up 
and down the streets.  That’s the tradition.  You visit fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors and everyone whose home you 
visit provides some type of food no matter how strapped 
they are financially.  It might be a bowl of rice and pota-
toes or some sliced bread and jam with a home brewed 
drink, Maheu.   
 
I visited the family of a good friend where the eldest sister 
cares for at least seven children.  There were often closer 
to ten children as cousins just gather together and sleep 
over at each other’s places.  It was so warm that people 
slept outside under the stars on straw mats cushioned with 
blankets.  Since the adults were all passing the Maheu and 
chatting, I taught the kids some adventure based games  

with blindfolds, relay races, Frisbee tag, etc.  They 
LOVED it.  We then decided it would be very cool to go 
on a game drive since we were in a natural conservancy 
area.  We saw giraffe and impalas galore, warthogs, kudu 
and water bucks (look them up!) and two HONKING 
crocodiles.  I saw two elephants on the drive in to the con-
servancy but nothing on our game drive adventure.  Just 
your typical Christmas, right?  That being said, I really 
missed our traditional N.H. Christmas and especially the 
Christmas Eve service so I anticipate future Christmases 
will be spent in good old N.H. 
 
As I write this the seriously delayed container has now 
arrived in Mozambique and is making its way to Mutare 
will it will be off loaded by the time you read this.  Fa-
ther/Mother Christmas will be a bit late this year but I 
think the kids won’t mind, especially since I promised 
them a belated Christmas party!  Check the Facebook 
page for photos! 

Lots of love, Connie 

Not a typical Christmas scene!  Merry Christmas, Zim style! 

PREPARED TO SERVE 
 

Saturday - February 20, 2016  
Location: Pembroke Academy, Pembroke NH 

PTS 2015 Theme: “Embrace the Spirit: Growing  
our Gifts for the Greater Good” 

 
Prepared to Serve is a special training event hosted by 
the New Hampshire Conference UCC that welcomes 
participants with fellowship, inspiring worship, and 
educational, faith-building workshops on a wide variety 
of topics, including stewardship, church leadership, 
church finances, global missions and Christian educa-
tion. There will be 70 workshops on a wide range of 
topics. The day also includes a delicious catered lunch 
and refreshments throughout. Registration opens in 
January, so please stay tuned  for updates and informa-
tion about this exciting event!  
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AND FOR: 
Our global neighbors in places where there is  

great strife. 
Our servicemen and women 

Our friends in Rufumiso, Zimbabwe  
Residents of the Nursing Homes and Retirement  

Communities in our area  

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

FELLOWSHIP  
OF  

CONCERN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

We ask your continued prayers and support for 
those members of our church and wider  

community who are ill, or who suffer in mind, 
body, or spirit, and for their families 

Dot R. 
Tom and Barbara T. 
George B. 
Art W. 
Mackenzie M. 
Marcia 
Marsha A. 

Jan F. 
Donald L. 
George J. 
Sid & Ginny S. 
Marcia H. 
Parker V. 

12 Richard & Diana Peckham 
16 Jeff & Valerie Ward 

2 John Tamilio III  
3 Donald Silcocks 
4 Austin “Max” Gehring 
4 Caitlin Koukal Howes 
5     Marcia Hodsdon 
6 Penny Grover                                                                                                                                                           
7 Donna Ackerman 
8 Jim Pirie 
9 Jason Denver 
9 Rachel Wilson 
15 Lindsay Baldwin 
16 Carole Doughty 
16 Robert Chadbourne 
17 Warren Berg 
18 Eric Boggs 
 

18   Elaine Franco 
19 Bob Crowe 
19 George Szirbik 
20 Gail Leyare 
20 Edward Morrison 
22   Susan Raban 
23   Jill Mullen 
24   Sid Girardin 
25 Aileen Koukal 
25 Martha Jo McCarthy 
28 Samantha Michalsky 
28 Erin Seaboyer 
29  Timothy McCarthy 
30 John Hebb 
30 Joanne Dolbear 
30 Janie Silcocks 

BLESSINGS TO YOU —EACH AND EVERY ONE 
  
A great big thank you to the Parish  Helpers and 
each and every donor to the Feddern Diaconate  
Discretionary  Fund.   Your generosity will be a 
blessing to many in need this coming year. 
  
Gail Feddern for the Diaconate  

COFFEE HOUR 
 
There are two Coffee Hours scheduled each month.  
Please consider offering to bring something for the 
refreshments table and/or organize/ serve/ or clean up!  
Please let Rachel (520-2316) know if you can help in 
any way. 
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COMING EVENTS  
 

January 4—Caring for the Caregiver Program 
 

January 10—Coffee Hour 
 

January 16—Book Signing 
 

January 17—Team Synergy Meeting 
 

January 24—Coffee Hour 
 

February 20—Prepared to Serve—NH Conference UCC 
 

March 5— March Gala 
 


