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JOINING IN WITH THE 20%! 
 
Happy Eastertide!  Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 
 
Our God, who makes all things new, is infusing our congregation with new energy! The coaching sessions 
with Paul Nickerson were informative and inspiring. Paul taught us that 80% of churches in this current 
cultural climate are in decline, while 20% are thriving.  
 
In short, Paul spent an evening and a day teaching us how to dwell amongst that 20% of thriving congrega-
tions.  He will walk with us for a year to guide us in putting to work all that he taught us. We have identi-
fied a Vitality Team to work with Paul and me to make and set in motion a plan.  
 
How important this is in our hurting world! Our people and our planet need to know of and experience 
God’s love and grace! We are called to share the good news of God’s love, and of God’s desire for all to 
live in peace, sharing in the care of creation and of one another.  
 
Several things are necessary for churches to thrive: 
 
We must begin to SEE all the people in our town and area with new eyes, aware of them as people in need 
of a caring community, and re-introduce our church to them.  Most don’t even know we are here. 
 
Pastors must shift to spending 20% of their time out in the community. This does not mean that the Pastor 
adds even more time to her full schedule, but that she is called to re-allocate the use of her time. We brain-
stormed many wonderful ways to do this. Don’t be surprised to see me holding “office hours” in the Pub! 
 
Parishioners must begin inviting friends and neighbors to church in a concerted way, and Paul offered great 
tips as to how to go about that in a way that creates a comfortable “on ramp” for folks who are open to ex-
periencing a loving community of faith.  Another important idea is that of holding as many church meet-
ings as possible in places OTHER than the church building—having ministry meetings as often as possible 
in local restaurants is urged!   
 
This barely scratches the surface of all that we learned, but it is clear that we no longer live in a society in 
which it is the norm to simply walk into a church because it’s there. We have to get out there and BE the  

Continued on next page. 
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www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalChurchofWakefieldUCC 

For more information on articles you read in the Steeple 
Views,  contact the editor at  steepleviews@gmail.com or 
call the church office at 603-522-3189. 

And on Twitter  - @wakefieldnhucc 
https://twitter.com/wakefieldnhucc 

PARISH HELPERS PROGRAM 
 
The next Parish Helpers meeting will be on Thurs-
day, April 14, at 1 p.m.  Our program will be a musi-
cal one with Dion to Entertain You. 
 
Catherine Britton’s rug braiding workshop will be 
held the same day beginning at 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  If 
you are interested in learning how to braid, please 
contact Catherine directly.  
 
If you are not interested in braiding but would like to 
work on your own craft project, you are welcome to 
attend as well.  If you are a knitter and would like to 
knit slippers to sell at the Fair, the pattern and yarn 
are in the “yarn” closet.  They are fun and easy to do!
Any other ideas for crafts for the Village Fair are 
welcome!   
 
As always, all women from the church and commu-
nity are welcome at the Parish Helpers.  You need 
not be a member of the Church! 

 

REMINDER! 
 
The church no longer has a post office box.  Mail to 
the church should be addressed as: 
 

First Congregational Church of Wakefield, 
UCC 
2718 Wakefield Road 
Sanbornville, NH 03872 

2016 STEWARDSHIP GIVING 
 

“God needs your gift to make it possible for the 
Church to do what needs doing.”  This message was 
delivered by Mr. Art Urie during a workshop at the 
recent Prepared to Serve 2016 event sponsored by 
NH UCC.  What an appropriate and timely message 
this was! 
 
Our annual Stewardship campaign has begun and 
Stewardship Giving Packets are currently being hand 
delivered or mailed. If you haven’t received your en-
velope yet please pardon the oversight and if you let 
the office or myself know, one will soon be delivered 
to you. Your Giving Pledge provides the opportunity 
for you to offer financial support to the church and 
its missions for our upcoming year. 
 
You, through the use of God’s gifts, enable this 
church to carry onwards and outwards. We invite 
you to be a part of this great ministry enabling 
Christ’s work. The dedication of your Stewardship 
will be held on Sunday, May 8.  We hope you can 
join us! 

Sincerely, Chris Feddern, Stewardship 
Church Office: 522-3189 

Email: fccwakefieldnh@gmail.com 

church in new and highly visible ways---minister and 
congregation members alike---in order to invite in-
terest and show how very relevant a church commu-
nity is and can be! 
 
Watch for more news, information, tips, and ideas to 
come forth from our Vitality Team, forming now. 
Let me know if you’d like to be part of it! 
 
Grace and peace, 
Mary 
 

Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and 
shout for joy, all you upright in heart.   Psalm 32:11 

 

 SPRING CLEAN UP 

Inside and outside Spring Clean Up is planned for a 
weekday this year, April 20, at 8 a.m.! All welcome. 
Call Carol L. at 978 807-4041 to confirm you can 
come so projects can be planned. Any amount of 
time folks can spend is appreciated. Mostly light 
work!  
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GALA THANKS 
 

What a festive occasion we had at 
the Appreciation Gala on March 
5! We came together with com-
munity, laughter and music.  
There was a great abundance of 
good food and even a surprise 
chocolate fountain enjoyed by all.  
Our bodies and souls were nour-

ished and rejuvenated! 
 
Thanks to all who helped to make this possible, in-
cluding musicians, organizers, decorators & helpers 
of all ages. 
 
And of course, thanks to all who have dedicated their 
valuable time, energy and resources to FCCW over 
the course of the year.  You make a difference and 
are appreciated! 
 

Chris Feddern, Stewardship Ministry 

AUTHOR HIGHLIGHT: MOTHER TERESA 
 
Mother Teresa (1910-1997) was Roman Catholic 
nun born in Macedonia.  She founded the Missionar-
ies of Charity, a congregation of nuns who took care 
of those suffering from disease and poverty in India, 
and in 1979 received the Nobel Peace Prize.  These 
books she authored are available in our library: 
Heart of Joy: The Transforming Power of Self-
Giving (C-RS); In the Silences of the Heart (S-M); 
Jesus, The Word to Be Spoken (S-M); Mother 
Teresa: Meditations from a Simple Path (S-M) 

 

Linda Petkunas, Church Librarian 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Operating Budget (Non-restricted):  July 1, 2015 
– Feb 29, 2016 

 
Income:        $    106,844.98 
Expenditures:            $   (105,895.14) 
Net Income (Loss)           $            949.84 

 
Checking Non-Restricted balance as of 1/31/16: 
$6,211.08 
Restricted Funds balance as of 1/31/2016: 
$2,592.12 
 
There is so much to celebrate as we enter the joyous 
spring season.  For income to still be ahead of ex-
penses for the year at the end of February is wonder-
ful.  There are lots of reasons as we have said in pre-
vious articles.  We have written about the $10,000 
anonymous gift, super fundraising events which 
more than doubled proposed budget number as well, 
in some cases, lower expenses than budgeted for.  In 
February, the annual Lyford Merrow Fund donation 
arrived and this year it was $1,241.  We are fortunate 
to receive this gift each year.  The best news is that 
we have not had to dip into any of the Alden Young 
gift or the Parsonage interest or principal yet. These 
were two things which allowed us to balance the 
2015-2016 budget.  At this writing, there are still 3 ½ 
months to go in this fiscal year.  Things will continue 
to move up and down, but in general the day-to-day 
financial picture is good at our church. 
 
Do you have thoughts, concerns, questions, or ideas 
about the 2016-2017 Leadership Council proposed 
budget you received with your Stewardship packet at 
the beginning of March? Why wait until Annual 
Meeting in June to get your questions answered or 
express your opinion.  If this year is typical, once all 
the pledges are in, Leadershhip Council will revise 
the budget to reflect new information. Be a part of 
the process. Speak with people on Finance Frank 
Frazier, Rich Zacher, Harriet Wilson, your treasur-
ers) or anyone on Leadership Council which includes 
all the church officers as well as Ministry  
Coordinators.   We will not know how you feel if 
you do not tell us. 
 
Pledges for the next fiscal year are starting to come 
in to our Assistant Treasurer, Pam Frazier. Blessings  
 

on all who have already taken part and to those who 
are still discerning what they will be able to pledge 
for the coming year. Our church runs on the love and 
energy of our people. Time, talents and treasure.  We 
have it all at First Congregational Church of Wake-
field, UCC! 
 

Janice Brejwo and Shannon Johnson,  
Co-Treasurers 
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Dot R. 
Tom and Barbara T. 
George B. 
Art W. 
Mackenzie M. 
Marcia 
Marsha A. 

Jan F. 
Donald L. 
George J. 
Sid S. 
Marcia H. 
Parker V. 

AND FOR: 
Our global neighbors in places where there is  

great strife. 
Our servicemen and women 

Our friends in Rufumiso, Zimbabwe  
Residents of the Nursing Homes and Retirement  

Communities in our area  

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

We ask your continued prayers and support for 
those members of our church and wider  

community who are ill, or who suffer in mind, 
body, or spirit, and for their families 

5 Rick & Cindy Denver 
15 Bill & Susie Goodwin (1978) 
15 Anders & Nancy Jacobson 
22 Carol & Rob Lundgren 
23 Scott & Nicky Mercer 
25 Nathan & Debbie Fogg 
28 Frank & Pam Frazier 

1 Rob Nelson 
4     Karen Hagy 
4 Jean Lloyd 
4 Julia McCarthy 
7 David Albro 
10 Kristin Galabrun 
11 Michael Crew 
11   Linda Turner 
11 Michael Weeks 
12 Darlene Clements 
13 Persis Hildebrandt 
14 Agnes Carlson 
14 Elizabeth Heinlein 
14 Adam Szirbik 
15 Ginny Schweitzer 

17 Aimee Ball 
19 Jo Szirbik 
20 Susan Jacobson 
20  Raenya Morann 
21 Amanda Boggs 
23 Ciera Rose Dee 
23 Natalee Royle 
24 Ann Eaton 
24 Molly James 
26 Sarah Kinville 
28 Dawson Cotreau 
28 Madison Cotreau 
28 Del Littlefield 
29   Lauree Royle 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

Relay For Life of Lake Winnipesaukee is fast ap-
proaching.  As one of our fundraisers, I have cards 
for the Top Cat Car Wash on Route 16 in Os-
sipee.  Each card costs $20, and will provide $24 
worth of services.  Relay receives $10 for every card 
sold.  Sounds like a “Win-Win” to me!  I will have 
them with me at church or give me a call, 522-
6307.   We also have our Silent Auction on April 
17th at Sunny Villa in Ossipee from 8 am to 12 
noon.  We’ll have lots of items up for bid and we 
also get 10% of breakfast sales that day.  They have 
an awesome breakfast buffet!  If anyone has an item 
to donate, just give me a ring.  

Nancy Dee 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 

Seeking support while coping with grief can be very 
healing. We offer an open Bereavement Support 
Group every three weeks. It is a very friendly, caring 
group! Pastor Mary facilitates the conversation, 
maintaining a caring, safe, confidential space for 
sharing. All who are walking the journey of grief are 
welcome to take part. Our next meeting will take 
place here on Thursday, April 7th at 11:00.  Please 
let Pastor Mary know if you are interested (522-3189 
or fccwpastor@gmail.com).  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 
 

 1 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3  
Soup  Sunday 
 
10 am  
Worship with 
special music/ 
Communion 
 
6 pm Bells 

4 
 
12:30 pm  
Caregivers Mtg. 
 
 
 
6 pm  Choir 
 

5 
 
Noon   
Bible Study 
 
 

6 
 
10 am  
Scrabble 
 
4 pm  
Diaconate 
 

7 
 
11 am Bereavement 
Group 
4 pm Mission  
Possible Meeting 
4 pm Pastoral  
Relations Ministry 
6:30 pm  
String Band 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
10 am  Worship/
Choir Exchange/
Coffee Hour 
11:15 am New Mem-
ber Class 
 
6 pm Bells 

11 
 
6 pm Choir 
 

12 
 
Noon  
Bible Study 
 
 

13 
 
6 pm Pub Grub 
& Soul Food 
6 pm  
Pairs and 
Spares 
 

14 
 
1 pm  
Parish Helpers 
 
6:30 pm  
String Band 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17  
10 am  Worship  
11:15 am 1/2 Team 
Synergy and 1/2 
Leadership Council 
3 pm Carroll/
Strafford Assoc. 
Mtg. 
 
 

18 
 
4:30  pm  
Building & 
Grounds 
 
 
6 pm Choir 
 
 

19         
 
10 am  
Scrabble 
 
Noon   
Bible Study 
 
 
 

20 
 
8 am  
Outdoor 
Cleanup 
 

21 
 
6:30 pm  
Community 
String Band 

22 
 
 

23 
 
 

24  
 
10 am  Worship/
Coffee Hour 
 
 

25 
 
6 pm Choir 
 
 

26 
 
Noon  
Bible Study 
 
 
 

27 
 
8 am Rain 
Date/Outdoor 
Cleanup 
 

28 
 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
 
6:30 pm 
String Band 

29 30 
 
6:30 pm  
Zimbabwe 
Auction 
Opera 
House 

April 2016 
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MORE SPECIAL MUSIC: WHAT A BLESSING! 
 
On April 3rd, we will be inspired by a beautiful ar-
rangement of "Rivers of Babylon," courtesy of dear 
Susie Goodwin. Susie has put together this arrange-
ment and worked with our choir, Rob Nelson, and 
Pastor Mary to create a beautiful anthem for this 
Sunday. This was a huge hit at the Gala, and we will 
now have the chance to experience in the context of 
worship!!  Don't miss this! 
 
And, blessing upon blessing is ours, because we will 
have the joy of welcoming the bell choir from the 
First Parish Church of Dover, UCC, on Sunday, 
April 10th!  Director Carol Seely and her crew of 
ringers will be present to share their special gift of 
bell music with us, while members of our voice choir 
will head to Dover to share "Rivers of Babylon" with 
them!   
 
Please be sure to be here for these two Sundays of 
special music, offered to the glory of God and to in-
spiring us all! 
 

Z TEAM NEWS! 
 
I am enjoying being home in the midst of family and 
friends and truly enjoying the warmth and vitality of 
our church.  A blessing for sure!  Access to plentiful 
water, electricity, internet and more is not to be un-
derrated!   
  
Most of Zimbabwe is experiencing drought and an-
ticipating widespread famine as crops planted in De-
cember have withered in the fields.  Joseph Sibiya is 
hopeful that through his careful strategies he might 
yield 50% of the 10-12 hectares he planted.  He re-
ports most may yield 20% at best.  This means fami-
lies will not have enough food for personal use or 
maize to sell, therefore they cannot pay their chil-
dren’s school fees.  This also decimates an already 
fragile economy where 90% are unemployed and 
where they try by all means to make ends meet by 
selling something, anything.  People will not have 
money or goods to sell or barter. 
 
Due to water rationing Mt. Selinda, I had access to 
water on most days from 6 a.m. – 9 a.m. only. Three 
hours to fill buckets for washing, cleaning, and cook-
ing.  But I was one of the lucky ones.  I didn’t have 
to walk several miles to stand in a queue and then 
carry a 20 liter bucket (on my head) back to where I 
lived.  I have known Americans are rich in so many 
ways.  I didn’t appreciate how rich until I experi-
enced the daily deprivation of Zimbabweans.  Even 
the poorest American family has access to school, 
food, medical care and other safety supports. 
 
Good news!  We have at least four traveling to Zim-
babwe from July 25-August 15.  I will be waiting at 
the Harare airport for Ann Bilodeau, Dalton Ostrye, 
Max Gehring and Jillian Currier to join me.  We will 
work on several projects – assisting with the building 
of a parsonage at our sister church, Rufumiso; reno-
vating a building to be used as a medical clinic at 
Humani (in the midst of a large game conservancy); 
working on a project at Dzika Primary School; dis-
tributing sanitary supplies and more.   
 
To finance the building materials and other supplies 
needed, the Z Team will hold a Service Auction on 
Saturday, April 30 at the Wakefield Opera House 

 
Continued.   

Daisy Dube kiddoes --  
Barbara, Mukudzei, Gonnie, Blessed and Thomas in back!   

This is a GREAT opportunity to donate an item, bid 
on one of the always fabulous options available and 
support a truly worthy endeavor.  Please mark this 
date on your calendar and bring a friend!  We will 
post some of the items being donated to whet your 
appetite! 

Connie Littlefield 
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“PUT ON YOUR SNEAKERS FOR DZIKA” 
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN. 

 
The Spaulding High School Interact Club is sponsor-
ing a Decathlon on Sunday April 17th at 2:00 in the 
SHS gymnasium. We have teams of ten people do-
nating $10.00 each ($100.00 per team) participating 
in a round of fun events like; Hoola Hoop Relay, 
Knee Scooters, Bean Bag Toss and many more excit-
ing events. Money earned from this fundraiser goes 
to projects in Zimbabwe. Last year we assisted with 
the construction of a well in Dzika. This year the 
money may go to further this endeavor, or other 
needs like a medical clinic in this remote Zimbab-
wean village.  You can help us by creating a team of 
ten participants of any ages, or maybe by donating 
funds for those students who want to participate but 
have limited money themselves to contribute. If you 
are interested in putting together a team, or contribut-
ing financially please see Donna Ackerman or Con-
nie Littlefield.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

August 1 - 5:  Kids Music Camp. We will need adult 
volunteers for crafts, snacks, and games.   Volunteers may 
commit for the week or just a day or two. Please speak 
with Jan Stanley, Margie Galabrun, or Patricia Golden. 
Thanks! 

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION SESSION 

All who are interested in exploring membership in 
this congregation are warmly invited to a New mem-
ber Information Session on Sunday, April 10th, after 
church. We'll grab some refreshments at coffee hour 
and then offer a 90 minute information sharing ses-
sion. Please let Pastor Mary know if you are inter-
ested! Thank you.  

PUB GRUB AND SOUL FOOD 
 
The next Pub Grub and Soul Food will be held at the 
Poor People's Pub, April 13th, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
Come gather with friends and neighbors for conversa-
tion about big, important questions!  We will gather in 
the Pub in the room at the left side, enjoy our dinners 
and talk together!  
 
Pastor Mary will lead us in conversation about this 
question: How Can We Find Common Ground in Our 
Divided Culture?  Participants purchase their own 
food and drink, but we don't want anyone left out. If 
you'd like to take part and cannot afford dinner out, 
speak privately with Pastor Mary and we'll work out a 
way for you to take part. 

Z TEAM SERVICE AUCTION 
 
The Z Team will hold a Service Auction on Satur-
day, April 30 at the Wakefield Opera House.  
Funds raised from the auction will help finance the 
purchase of building materials.  See article on Page  
6 for more details! 

FOOD PANTRY GARDEN PLANNING 
 
There will be a Garden Kick-off meeting on Satur-
day April 2 at 11 a.m. at the Wakefield Food Pantry. 
At this meeting we will discuss how we will manage 
the garden this year and how you can help this effort.  
If you would like attend, please arrive at the pantry 
by 11 a.m.   The meeting will not last longer than 
one hour.  If you have friends, neighbors or family 
that would like to help out, please let them know of 
this meeting. The Food Pantry is located at 1500 
Wakefield Road. 

VOTE FOR THE  
WAKEFIELD FOOD PANTRY GARDEN GRANT 

 
The Wakefield Food Pantry Garden has applied for a 
grant from Seeds Of Change.  This grant can help us 
really expand what we do for the community and the 
Food Pantry.   All it takes is for you to remember to 
go vote online once a day starting on March 31 until 
April 18.   A strong community starts at the roots. 
Your vote could help us receive $10,000! There are 
close to 400 community gardens going after 12 
grants, so stiff competition!   

Visit www.seedsofchangegrant.com to vote! Search 
by entering our zip code, 03872, or our garden 
name, The Wakefield Food Pantry! The Top 50 
organizations with the most votes will move on. 
Hurry – Voting ends April 18.  



 
 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2718 WAKEFIELD ROAD 
SANBORNVILLE, NH 03872 
    

 SOUP SUNDAY! 

Bring a can of soup to donate to the 
Food Pantry this coming  

Sunday, April 3! 
Can we get 60 cans at least?   

Let's try! 


