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THE TORTOISE CLUB 
 
Blessings to all in this reflective and holy season of Lent. It is a joy for me to share that my doctor has cleared me to 
step back into work at ten hours a week. I am so glad to be able to return to ministry in the midst of our beloved con-
gregation! 
 
I am deeply grateful to God, my family, and to all of you for the love, support and care I have experienced in this time 
of recovery from head injury. Your cards and prayers have been part of what has sustained me in this time. 
 
Each week, I will work closely with our Diaconate Co-Coordinators, Moderator and others to discern where best to 
focus my limited work hours. We are prioritizing the gradual increase of my participation in preparing and leading 
worship. I am thankful for the gifted and kind ministers who have pitched in to help out, and thank the Rev. Gayle 
Murphy for making herself very available over these next weeks as we move forward. 
 
I hope the time will come soon when I can increase my presence up from ten hours a week; my doctor will authorize 
this when she feels it is appropriate. I am continuing with physical, occupational and speech therapies through the 
early weeks of transition back into my pastoral role. The therapists working with me are extraordinary and are zeroing 
in on helping me be successful in carrying out my work without “slipping backwards.” 
 
It may sound strange, but this has been a profoundly spiritual time. When I couldn’t do anything else that I normally 
do, I could pray—and pray I did. Prayer became a lifeline for me, a bulwark against feeling “useless.” I learned all 
over again, and in new ways, that listening for God in the quiet places, and the hard places, can be transforming. It is 
God’s grace that makes it possible for me to find blessing in the loss of the ability to multi-task or to hurry, and in the 
possession of a brain that is slower to process things and requires more deliberateness and intention in almost every-
thing. I have become the tortoise, and am no longer the hare. That’s really OK. 
 
I am so excited to be back! (Not sure what it will look like to be an excited tortoise, but we will find out.) In the mean-
time, I recommend joining the Tortoise Club by choice, as it affords a pace at which the presence of the Holy in the 
every-day becomes so very discernible. 
 
Blessings and peace, 
Mary 

 
Be still, and know that I am God! 

Psalm 46:10 
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www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalChurchofWakefieldUCC 

For more information on articles you read in the Steeple 
Views,  contact the editor at  steepleviews@gmail.com or 
call the church office at 603-522-3189. 

And on Twitter  - @wakefieldnhucc 
https://twitter.com/wakefieldnhucc 

MT. VIEW CHAMBER SINGERS CONCERT 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 4 P.M. 

 
The Chamber Singers are a 20-member A Capella group 
of high school students.  Come let yourself be delighted 
by these talented teens.  Free and open to the public! 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 
Operating Budget (Non-restricted):  July 1, 2016 – Feb 
28, 2017 

General Income:                     $    92,168.56 
Additional Income Sources:         21,540.00 
Expenditures:                 (113,467.80) 
Net Income over Expenses     $         240.76 

 
Checking Non-Restricted balance:                  $  3,659.31 
Checking Restricted Funds balance:                   3,577.83 
Total Checking A/C balance: 2/28/17             $  7,237.14 
  
Spring has sprung and as of April 1st, we begin the final 
quarter of the current fiscal year. In both February and 
March we needed to draw additional money out of the 
Alden Young gift (the Unrestricted Gifts line in the 
budget) to supplement income from other sources to pay 
our current expenses.  In February, the annual Lyford 
Merrow Fund donation arrived.  This year it was $1,232, 
which was a little over the amount we budgeted for.  We 
are fortunate to receive this gift each year. 
 
Check out the monthly treasurer's report in the narthex (or 
we would be glad to email you one) if you would like to 
keep an eye on where the money is coming from and how 
it is being spent to run the day-to-day life of the church. 
Questions and comments are always welcome. 
 

Janice Brejwo and Shannon Johnson, Co-Treasurers  
fccwtreasurer@gmail.com 

CONGREGATIONAL HISTORY 
 
 “In 1648 the ministers of the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
met together to draw up the Cambridge Platform, a docu-
ment that laid out standards for ordaining ministers, ac-
cepting new church members, and cooperation between 
local churches. This would be the closest Congregational-
ists would come to a constitution, and the last time they 
would all meet together for the next two centuries. Con-
gregationalism in Connecticut took a slightly different 
tack: the Saybrook Platform of 1708 allowed for ministers 
to meet in consociations and associations, and gave them 
power to make binding decisions over individual 
churches.” - Source: Website of the Congregational Li-
brary/Boston 

Linda Petkunas 

SAVE THE DATE 

Church Family Dinner 
Friday, May 12 at 5:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION SESSION 
 
We will soon offer an information session for all who are 
interested in becoming members of the church. All who 
are interested in exploring membership are welcome to 
attend the session, which will take place right after the 
worship service on Sunday, June 4th. We will load up 
our plates with snacks from coffee hour and meet together 
in the large classroom for 90 minutes. It's so fun for us all 
to get to know each other a bit more! 
 
The advantages of becoming a church member are that 
members are able to take part in leadership positions, and 
all members are able to exercise a vote at our congrega-
tion's annual meeting and other special meetings (called 
when important decisions must be made). Membership is 
a sign of a desire for an increased threshold of participa-
tion in the vibrant, joyful, illuminating, and outreaching 
life of our church. There is never any pressure to join the 
church, ever. There is always a warm invitation to do so, 
though! 
 
Please let Pastor Mary know if you'd like to take part in 
the new member information session. We hope to receive 
all those interested into church membership the follow-
ing Sunday, June 11th, which is also the date of our con-
gregation's annual meeting (held right after worship). So, 
please save both dates: June 4th and June 11th! 
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AND MORE THOUGHTS ON 
 “PREPARED TO SERVE” 

 
Toward a Theology of Giving – Rev. David Keller— 
“All of us are theologians!”  That statement was made at 
the beginning of my first session and it affected my 
thoughts throughout the presentation.  Rev. Keller stated 
that giving is the intersection of money and faith.  Giving, 
then, is transformational and not transactional.  How do 
we give?  Hopefully out of awareness of God’s generos-
ity.  
  
The Sacred Art of Story Telling –  Rev. Dr. M’ellen 
Kennedy —Rev. M’ellen is a Unitarian Universalist and 
Sufi Minister.  Stories are the way we convey meaning to 
each other and come from our elders, ourselves and will 
be carried on by the next generation!  Stories also popu-
late sermons.   

THOUGHTS ON “PREPARED TO SERVE” 
FEB. 25, 2017 AT PEMBROKE ACADEMY  

 
Over 500 people who attended this event experienced a 
great opportunity to learn new things & expand our think-
ing because “God is still speaking . . .” I would  encour-
age others to attend in the future. 
 
In my first session, I learned that Outdoor ministry is 
alive and well in NH at the Horton Center. The presenters 
were very knowledgeable and encouraging to us to attend 
as campers, as well as volunteers. I am exploring the two 
adult sessions that are available this summer, “Passin’ 
Time on the Mountain” and “Women’s Weekend”. Please 
let me know if anyone else has an interest. A brochure is 
in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
I later attended two sessions about the future of Christian-
ity. One focused on progressive Christians and a new con-
cept called “Convergence Christianity” and what it 
means, led by Jim Howard. The second one was about 
“Being the Church in New and Different Ways” with 
Gayle Murphy. Both referenced getting out of the church 
building and that there will be many new church models 
in the future, not just one. For instance, rather than tradi-
tional rituals and physical church buildings, there may be 
“schools of love”. I gathered several references to pursue 
on these topics.  
 
For me, Outdoor ministry goes hand-in-hand with creat-
ing new church models. I came away from the day with 
renewed spiritual curiosity. “See, I am doing a new 
thing!” (Isaiah 43:19) 

Mary Bernier 

YARD SALES, FAIRS AND DINNERS, OH MY! 
 
Can you believe that we have raised over $11,500 in 
fundraising already this year? (July to March)  That truly 
is the result of dedicated and passionate people who be-
lieve in this church and all our missions and all we have 
yet to do. 
 
As you begin your spring cleaning please keep us in your 
minds.  If you have any items of value that you may no 
longer have any use for and that aren’t earmarked for 
your kids or the Treasure Shop or a Yard Sale, we may be 
interested in donations as we start to kick off online sales.  
This is a wonderfully untapped resource right at our fin-
gertips and we think it could be a very good venture. 
Due to the cataloguing, picture taking, posting and track-
ing items on E-Bay & Craig’s List, shipping costs and 
other efforts we would like to request that items be of a 
minimum $50 value.  Not all items can be accepted of 
course but we would love the opportunity and your con-
sideration. 
 
If you have any items you would consider to donate, 
please contact Margie Galabrun by email at 
balchlaker@gmail.com.  Who knows? This could be a 
great, ongoing fundraiser and we may need your help too! 
 

Thank you all! 
Chris Feddern, Stewardship 

They become the way the Bible continues to inspire and 
guide our lives as Christians.   She was full of expressive-
ness in her manner and personality.  It raised my aware-
ness in the value to listeners and future generations to tell 
my stories better. 
 
Critical Insurance Issues for Church Leaders – Jeff 
McDonnell, UCC Insurance Board—This session was 
excellent and opened my eyes to many things we need to 
always pay attention to.  As a “commercial property”, we 
have insurance on the building, contents, things of special 
value, like the 5 stained glass windows, employees, mem-
bers, friends and children.  Protection from theft of prop-
erty, data, and fire protection as well as physical damage. 
As part of the Building and Grounds Ministry, this ses-
sion caused me to look even more closely to ways insur-
ance protection can and does work on our behalf. 

 
Carol Lundgren 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Mt. View  
Chamber Singer 
Concert– 4 p.m. 

2 
5th Sunday of 
Lent 
Worship  with Holy 
Communion  
 Church School 
10 a.m. 
Coffee Hour 
Bells—6 p.m. 

3 
Caregivers’ 
Support 
Group 
12:30  - 1:30 
 
Choir Practice 
6 p.m. 

4 
Bible Study 
12 noon 

5 
Scrabble 
10 a.m. 
 
Diaconate 
Meeting 
4 p.m. 

6 
Community 
String Band  
6:30 p.m. 

7 8 

9 
Palm Sunday 
Family  Worship 
10 a.m. 
 
Coffee Hour 
 
Bells—6 p.m. 

10 
 
Choir Practice 
6 p.m. 

11 
 
Bible Study 
12 noon 

12 
 
Pairs and 
Spares 
6 p.m. 

13 
Bereavement 
Support—11  a.m. 
Parish Helpers 
1 p.m. 
Maundy  
Thursday  
Service—7  pm 

14 
Good 

Friday 
 
 

15 

16 
Easter Sunday 
Worship 
10 a.m. 
 
 
 
Easter Egg  Hunt 
Coffee Hour 

17 
 
Choir Practice 
6 p.m. 

18 
 
Scrabble—1 
10 a.m. 
Bible Study 
12 noon 

19 20 
 
Community 
String Band  
6:30 p.m. 

21 22 

23 
2nd Sunday of 
Easter 
Worship—10 a.m. 
Luncheon and  
Discussion **See P.6 
 

24 
 
Choir Practice 
6 p.m. 

25 
 
Bible Study 
12 noon 

26 27 
Prayer Shawls 
10 a.m. 
Community 
String Band  
6:30 p.m. 

28 29 

30 
3rd Sunday of 
Easter  
Worship—10 a.m. 
Coffee Hour 
Bells—6 p.m. 

      

April 2017 

 Mt. View Chamber Singers—will present a concert 
on Saturday, April 1 at 4 p.m.  All Welcome! 

The Food Pantry collection for April is 
Peanut Butter and Jelly! 
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Dot R. 
Tom and Barbara T. 
George B. 
Mackenzie M. 
Marcia 
Marsha A. 

Jan F. 
Donald L. 
George J. 
Sid S. 
Marcia H. 
 

AND FOR: 
Our global neighbors in places where there is  

great strife. 
Our servicemen and women 

Our friends at Rufumiso Church, Zimbabwe  
Residents of the Nursing Homes and Retirement  

Communities in our area  

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

We ask your continued prayers and support for 
those members of our church and wider  

community who are ill, or who suffer in mind, 
body, or spirit, and for their families 

IN HEARTFELT GRATITUDE 
 
For the many prayers, cards, and hugs from my church 
family.   As I grieve for the loss of my beloved sister, 
Kay, your beautiful messages support and comfort me. 
 

In Christian love, Gail Feddern 

SAVE THE DATE!  

SCAMP will be producing the 40th Reunion Show on  
May 5th and 6th at 7 p.m. and on May 7th at 4 p.m.  
The show has highlights from past years, and special 
guest stars from previous shows, not to mention several 
young folks affiliated with our church. With the talents of 
Martha Jo McCarthy, there should also be a photo mon-
tage of all 40 years! All we need is an audience, so bring 
your friends!  

BUILDING & GROUNDS CLEAN UP 
INSIDE/OUTSIDE– WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 

 
Raking and spiffing up our property together with some 
inside window washing and a bit of painting are key pro-
jects for this next work day – rain or shine!  We’ll start at 
9 a.m.  Dress for the weather.  Lunch provided!   

Remember the saying:  “Many hands make light work.”  
It will be good to see the grass again and coax it back to 
life!  Please mark your calendar and come if you can.   

We’ll have a Saturday clean up also … but in May.     

Carol Lundgren, 
 Building and Grounds 

1 Rob Nelson 
4     Karen Hagy 
4 Jean Lloyd 
4 Julia McCarthy 
7 David Albro 
10 Kristin Galabrun 
11 Michael Crew 
11   Linda Turner 
11 Michael Weeks 
12 Darlene Clements 
13 Persis Hildebrandt 
14 Agnes Carlson 
14 Elizabeth Heinlein 
14 Adam Szirbik 
15 Ginny Schweitzer 

17 Aimee Ball 
19 Jo Szirbik 
20 Susan Jacobson 
20  Raenya Morann 
21 Amanda Boggs 
23 Ciera Rose Dee 
23 Natalee Royle 
24 Ann Eaton 
24 Molly James 
26 Sarah Kinville 
28 Dawson Cotreau 
28 Madison Cotreau 
28 Del Littlefield 
29   Lauree Royle 

1 Donald & Janie Silcocks 
15 Steve Michalsky & Pat Golden 
20 David & Sharon Tinkham 
21 George & Jo Szirbik 
22 Royal & Carole Doughty 
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SAY ‘CHEESE’! 
 
As Clark, Julia, Madison & Sophia, our grade- and mid-
dle- school girls, try to think up a new name for their 
‘Service Club’ they’re also embarking on a new project!  
They are really excited about this and I hope you will be 
too. 
 
They will be conducting video interviews of some new 
faces and families and young folk of the church.  They 
want to know ‘Why does Church matter?’ and ‘Why do 
you come to this Church?’  With the help and guidance of 
their folks and Margie Galabrun, they will be putting this 
together.  The video should prove to provide some won-
derful and insightful information for you, me and anyone 
who is visiting or curious about our church.  They plan on 
unveiling this video on Stewardship Sunday which will be 
May 14. 
 
I hope you support the girls in their project! 

Chris Feddern 
Stewardship Ministry 

WAKEFIELD WONDERS RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM 
 
We have two fundraisers to tell you about!  First, by 
popular demand, Doodlin’ Di is back for another painting 
afternoon, April 30th. 12:30 – 3:00.  And just like the first 
time, $25 if paid in advance by the 23rd.  $30 after that. 

 
Next is a raffle for 2 tickets to 
“FOUR VOICES”.  This concert 
is at Meadowbrook in Gil-
ford, Friday, June 16th at  7 
pm.  Featuring JOAN BAEZ, 
MARY CHAPIN CARPEN-
TER, and the INDIGO GIRLS! 
Seats are Section C, value 
$100.00.  Tickets may be pur-
chased from any team member, 
drawing will be held June 3 at 
the Relay.  1 ticket/$10.00 or 3 

tickets/$20.00.  Or you may donate online and we will 
happ i ly pu t  your  na me on t he t i ck-
ets.   www.relayforlife.org/lakewinnipesaukeenh 

 
Nancy Dee, Team Captain 

Relay for Life 

Come One and All!  April 23rd, Immediately After Worship  
In the Fellowship Hall 

 
 

Standing on a Firm Foundation 
*An after worship service luncheon and lively interactive conversation 

 
 

The Leadership Council along with the Ministries of Finance and Stewardship warmly invite 
 members and friends to attend and participate in a valuable discussion of  

our Vision for the coming Church year (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018). 
 

Come – Break Bread with us and join in on this great opportunity to have a very open discussion 
on multiple topics before we get to Annual Meeting time. 

 
Add your thoughts, expertise and questions as we go forward together.   
Celebrate the challenges and joys we will face to live by our mission of: 

“Sharing God’s Call.  Growing in Love and Care.” 
 

For food planning purposes, please RSVP to Julie Margolis (522-3189).  
 Youngsters are welcome to the luncheon.  We hope to have child care during discussion! 

Questions?  Please contact Carol Lundgren – 978 807-4041 
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Z TEAM/PKZ NEWS 
 
It is so wonderful to be back among the church family. I 
have appreciated your love and care! 
 

The Z Team, aka PKZ, is 
very appreciative of your 
generous support of the 
April Decathlon to bene-
fit Zimbabwe. Many, 
many thanks to Donna 
Ackerman and the 
Spaulding High School 
Interact Club for spear-
heading this important 
fundraiser. This year 
HippoRollers are the fo-

cus. Women and children walk long distances to fetch 
water – with children missing time in the classroom – car-
rying 20 liter buckets of water on their heads. A Hip-
poRoller is a heavy duty container 70 liter container that 
is rolled. Check out one of the many videos on youtube, 
including this link which says it all: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yh7ogOoJ-m8 
 
I also want to highlight one of 
our newest FOOT children. 
As many of our FOOT kids 
finish high school, loving spon-
sors allow new ones take their 
place. Elias Rukuni (pictured 
below) is a young lad of 15. He 
has a younger brother. Two 
years ago their mother left the 
boys in Chipinge and went to 
South Africa to be cared for by 
her twin sister as the mother is 
“living with HIV.” This left 
Elias, then in grade 6 taking 
care of his brother. Elias' 
brother was reunited with his father (they have different 
dads) and now Elias was living by himself and complet-
ing grade 7. As Joseph says, “Elias was living on his own 
with no one to help him go to Form 1.” Adding to Jo-
seph's decision to have Elias join the FOOT family is that 
Elias achieved excellent scores on his grade 7 exams al-
lowing him admission to the next level; Form 1 is the first 
year of high school and equivalent to our grade 8. Imag-
ine a child in grade 6 to the present living on their own. 
 
Joseph says Elias rents a room from someone locally. 
Renting a room is a very common situation for children 
who attend a school away from home when they can't  

afford the school's boarding fees but in this case renting a 
room means Elias isn't living in the streets. Elias must be  
a resourceful boy to be even able to come up with ANY 
money to rent a room (usually $10 a month) and to try to 
cover any basic type of food. 
 
We at FCCW have been blessed with so much. Profound 
gratitude and thanksgiving for the many ways in which 
each of you share your blessings with others both near 
and far.  

MAKE A DONATION 
 
You can help the FCCW Decathlon Team raise money for 
the much-needed HippoRollers!  Make your check out to 
the First Congregational Church of Wakefield, UCC (or 
FCCW) and note “HippoRollers” in the memo line and 
mail to the church at 2718 Wakefield Road, Sanbornville, 
NH 03872.  Thank you! 

THE PARISH HELPERS 
 
The Parish Helpers meeting will be held on Thursday, 
April  13, at 1 p.m.  We will have a business meeting, 
social time, and some “fun and games”.  If you have a 
favorite game (cards, board games, whatever!)  bring it 
along.  We will break into groups and have some fun! 
 
Hostesses for the meeting are Donna Vanderhoof, 
Priscilla Frothingham, and Glenna Nelson.  Devotions 
will be offered by Glenna Nelson. 
 
As always, all women of the church and community are 
welcome to join the Parish Helpers.  Come along and 
have some fun! 
 

SHEPHERD PROGRAM IN NEED OF DRIVERS 
  
The Shepherd Program is a wonderful ministry that pro-
vides people in the Wakefield & Brookfield area with 
rides to medical appointments when they are unable to 
drive themselves or have no other means of transporta-
tion.  Request must be medical in nature and not financial. 
FCCW sponsors this program; but we are in desperate 
need of more drives. If you could occasionally drive 
someone to a medical appointment, please let us know.  
Certificate of Insurance is required.  It’s a need. It’s a 
mission.   For information, please call the church office at 
522.3189. 



 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2718 WAKEFIELD ROAD 
SANBORNVILLE, NH 03872 
    

 

“ROCK STARS”  
EASTER EGG HUNT! 

 

An Easter Egg Hunt is being planned for our Sunday 
School children, our “Rock Stars.”  We are need 
some bunnies to help coordinate the hunt which will 
be held immediately following the Easter Sunday 
service on April 16th.  Please call the church at 522-
3189 if you can help!   

EASTER FLOWER ORDERS  
DUE APRIL 2ND 

Help decorate our church for Easter! 
 
Order your Easter flowers by this weekend!  Order 
forms for lilies, tulips and daffodils are on the table 
in the sanctuary.  Or call the church office at 522-
3189.  Deadline to order is April 2. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
SERVICE 

APRIL 13—7 P.M. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE 
APRIL 16—10 A.M. 


